
Renewables plus batteries 
 
As the CEO of NextEra Energy (which builds both gas and renewable 

plants) explained at the same conference that Wright addressed, 

The cost of gas turbines and the skilled labor to install them are both up 

threefold from just two years ago, and new gas infrastructure faces 

years-long delivery backlogs. Renewables plus batteries, he said, are 

the cheapest, fastest, and easiest way to meet the surging power 

demand from data centers driven by the acceleration in artificial 

intelligence. 

“We’ve got to be really careful here, from an affordability standpoint, 

about the choices that we’re making. What we don’t want to do is drive 

ourselves to only one solution — that being a gas-fired solution — that’s 

now more expensive than it ever has been in its history,” he said. “It just 

so happens that the most economic solution comes with clean energy 

benefits, as well.” 

 


