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Michael P. Me!lti, Esq., Arturi, D’Argenio, Guaglardi & Metiti, for the Petitioner

Doreen Schott, Borough Clerk, Borough of Hamburg~ New Jersey, for the Borough

BY THE BOARD:

On May 12, 1981: tha Board g~’ar~tecf Service Electric Cabfe "lV of New Jersey, Inc. d/b/a
Garden ~>t~te CATV (’Petitione(’) a Certificate of Approval. in Docket No. ~6C~6692, for tl~e
(;onstruction, operation and maintenance of a cabte television system ir~ the Borough of Hamburg
("Borough"). The Petitioner subsequently dropped the Garden State CA’I’V Dame. On August 5,
~993, the Boarcl granted the Petitioner a Re, swat Certificate of Approval for the Borough in
Dec, ks! No. CE91051022= On March 19, 2008, the Boa~ granted the Petitioner a Renewal
Certificate of Approvat for the Borough in Docket No. CE05060577o ARhough by Its terms the
Petitioner’s above referenced Certificate exp]re~ on May 12, 201I, it is a~thodzed to continue to
provide cable ¢.elevision servi~e to the Borough pursuant to _N.;.J.,_~.A, 48:5A-25, pending
disposition of I~oceedings regarding the renewal of its Certificate of Approval.

The Petitione~ flied a~ application ~or tP=e renewal of its municipal consent with the ~}or0ugh on
~epte .m.be~" 14~ 2010, pursuant to N.J=~;...A..~ 48:5A-23 and N.J.P~.C. 14:’tB÷13.’t eJse~. On M=~rch
7, 20t ~= the ~orough adopted ~-municipal ordinance granting renewal consent to the Petitioner.
On April 4, 2011, the Petitioner formally accepted the terms ~r~d conditions of the ordinance.
On Apd~ 8, 2011, pu~’suant to _~;~t.~.,S.A. 46:5A-16, the Petitior~er filed with the Board for ~
renewal of ~ts Certificate of Approval for the Borough.



The Board has reviewed the application for municipal consent, the petition for a Renewal
Certificate of Approval, and the municipa~ consent ordinance, Based upon thit, review and the
recommendation of the Offic~ of Cable Tetevision, the Board HEREBY FIND8 the following:

The Petitioner possesses the requisite legal, character, financial and ’~echnicat
qualifications for the awarding of ~ Certificate of Approval, Further, the Borough
reviewed these qualifications in conjunction with the municipal consent process.

The design and technical specifications of the system wit! ensure that the
Petitioner provides safe, adequate and proper service.

The Petitioner has represented that 911 previously required construction within the
franchise territory is complete.

The franchise period as stated in the ordinance is ten years. The Board finds
this period to be of reasonable duration.

The Borough has reserved the right to review the Petitioner’s performance at any
tin’m. ~f t~e Borough determines that the Petitions=" has failed to compiy with the
material terms and conditions of the ordinance, the Borough. shall provide written
notice to the Petitioner of such allegedinstances of non:-compliance, alld shall
grent the Petitioner. reasonable opportunity to cure such deficiency, if the
Petitioner felts to cure saict deficiency, the Borough may submit shy failures on
the part of the Petitioner to the Board for review and administrative action, if
necessary.

The Petitioner’s rates shall be regulated and tariffs she!{ be filed for Bit services,
in accordance with the ruIes and regulations of the Federat Communi~at, ions
CommissioN, the Board and the Office of Cable Television, The Petitioner shall
maintain an informational schedule of prices, terms and conditions for
unregulated service, and promptly file any revisions thereto.

Pursuant to statLrto.ry requirements, the o~!nance specifies a Cornplaint officer to
receive and act upon complaints filed .by subscribers in the Borough. fn this
case, it is the Office of Cable Television. All complaints shall be received and
pro~essed in accordance with the appJicabte rules.

The Petitioner shall maintain a ;local business office or agent within Sussex
County for the purpose of receiving, investigating and resolving complaints.
Current}y, the local office serving this provision is located at 3:20 Sparta Avenue,
Sparta, New Jersey.

Th~ franchise fee to be paid to the Borough is specified to be 2% of the
Petitioner’s gross revenues from all recurring charges tn the nature of
subscriptior~ fees p~d by .subscribers for its cable teley!slon reception service .~n
the ~}orougl’!’r and shall be Increased as required by N.J.S,A, 48:5A-30,
Additional regulatory fees shall be paid to the State in an amount not to exceed
2% of Petitioner’s gross operating revenues dedved from intrastate operations.
The Board finds these fees to be reasonable.
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10. The Petitioner shall provide service along any public fight-of-way in the Primary
Service Area of the Borough ~t no cost beyond standard and non-standard
installation charges as set forth in the Petitioner’s application and its tadff on file
with the Office of Cabte Television. For any extension outside of the pdmary
service area, the F’etitioner shall utilize the line extension policy ("LEP") attached
to the Certificate as Appendix =I". The minimum homes per mile figure is 35.

!1. The Petitioner shall provide public, educational and governmental (=PEG")
access channels and facilities. In accordance with the ordinance and the
application for a cable television franchise. Specifically, the Petitioner shafl
maintain or~e channe~ f~r. ~uc~.Jona! acces~ and one channe! for Iota! ~ccess
which is shared with commer¢iaJ leased access.

The Petitioner shall provide, free of charge, the installation and cable television
service as foliows: 21 cabte connections to the Borough’s schoof; one cable
connection for the Borough Fire Department; one cable connection for the
Borough’s EMS station; and one cable connection for the Borough Police
department.

Based upon these findings, the Board HEREB~Y CONCLUDES, pursuant t~ N.J.S.A, 48:5A-17(a)
and 28(c), that thePetitioner has the municipal consent necessat’y to e~pport the.petition; that
st~ch consent and issuance thereof are in conformity with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 48:5A.~1 et
~; that the Petitioner has complied or is ready, wiIlir~g and able to comply with all applicable
rules and regulations imposed by or p~trsuant to State or federal law as preconditions for
engaging it~ the proposed ca.~[e television operations; that the Petitioner has sufficient financial
and technic’el capacity, meets the iegaf, character and other qualificatiot~ necessary to c~nstruct,
maintain and operate the necessary in~tarlations, lines and equipment; and t~n= the Petitioner is
capable of providing the proposed servioe in a safe, actequa~e and proper manner.

Therefore, the Petitioner is HEREBY I,~.UED trois Renewal Certificate of Approval as evidence
of Petitioner’s authority to construct and operate a ¢abie t~levision system within the entirety of
the Bor.ot~h,

This Renewal Certificate is subject to a]t appricable ’State and federal-law=, the rules and
regulations of the Office of Cabfe Television, and any such lawful te~ms, conditions and limitations
as currently exist or may hereafter be attached to the exercise of the privileges granted herein.

The Petitioner shall adhere to the standards set forth by the Federal Communications
Commission’s rules and regulations, d7 ~ § 76.1 et SeCL., including, but not limited to, the
technical standards 47 C.F.R. § 76.601 through § 76.630. Any modifications to the provisions
thereof shall be inoorporated into this Certificate.

Failure to comply with all applicable laws, rules, reguJations and orders of the Beard or Office of"
Cable Televisior~ andtor the terms, conditions and limitations set forth herein may constitute
sufficient grounds for the suspension or revooatfon of this Certificate.

This Renewal Certificate is Issued on the representation that the statements contained in the
Petitioner’s applications are true, and the undertakings contained therein sl~afl be adhered to
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and enforceable un[ess specific waiver is granted by the Office of Cable Television pursuant to
the authority contained in N.J.S.A. 48:5A-I e_tt se_f,&.

This Certificate shall expire or~ May 12, 2021.

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES
BY:

LEE A, SOLOMON
PRESIDENT
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APPENDIX "1"

OFFICE; OF CABLE TELEVISION
LINE EXTENSION POLICY

SERVICE ELECTRIC CABLE TV OF NEW JERSEY, INC.
BOROUGH OF HAMBURG

A cable ope(-ator is required to absorb tl~e cost of extensions to the system
proportion that tl~e extension is to the remainder of the system,

the same

Actual subscribers served by the extension are required to absorb the remainder of the cost.

If new subscribers are added to the extension the cost is adjusted and those who previously
paid receive an appropriate rebate.

1. #~o~f_..h.om..e.s__in exlerl~!O..]3.
mileage of extension

homes per mile (HPM) of
extension

2.. HPM of extens.ion =
Minimum HPM that
company actually
constructs in the
system *

3. Total cost of building =
the extension times "A"

ratio of the density of
the extension to the
minimum density which the
company constructs in the
system ("A")

company’s share of
extension cost

4. Total cost of building
extension tess company’s
share of extension cost

total amount to be
recovered from
subscribers

5. Total ~-nount to be
r~_c_ov_ered ~om .subs
Total subscribers in extension

each ~ubscrlber’s share

tn any case, the company shalf extend its plant along public dghts of way to:

All residences and busi~lesses within t50 aer]aJ fee~ of the operator’s existing
plant at no cost beyond the normal i{~stailation rate.

A[I residences and busir)esses within 100 underground feet of the oper=or’s
plant at no cost beyond the norma/instalta.tion rate,

" The minimum HPM that the company actually constructs ]n the system or munic[pality is the
minimum number of homes that the company has historically constructed at its own cost. This
is a function of the operator’s break-even point and its rate of return, Ur~built systems will use
the pdmary service area rather than ~onstruction.
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The operators instaflation policies shall apply to construction beyond the pub[k: right of way.

Detailed accounting and/or financial information to support the minimum HPM shall be supplied
to the ~’t~ice for its approval in such form as required. The minimum HPM shat~ be updated as
appropriate.

When a request for service is received, and unless good ~:ause is shown, cable companies
shafl:

Provide a written estimate within 30 days of such a request.

Begin cor~struction within 60 days of receipt of any deposit monies from potentiat
subscr[bePs.

Complete construction within six month= of receipt of any deposit monies from
potential subscribers,

Inform each home passed along the extension of the potential costs for
subscribers,

SubscriberS w’~o pay for an extension shall be entitled to rebates in the followi~g manner:

If the company acquires new subscribers subsequent to the inttlat calculation of
step 5 above, the formula wi!l be adjusted and those who have previously paid
for the extension will be entitled to an appropriate rebate. In no event shall the
amount of the rebate exceed the subscriber’s contribution.

o

The company shall keep accurate records of the cost of the extension, the
amounts paid by subscribers an6 any appropriate adj’ustments.

The company shall notify subscribers in the extension of their dghts and
responsibilities concerning the ~xtens~on.

Once an individual dwelling has paid its share of the extension cost future
reconnections or instailation~ sl~a~l be made at the company’s standard rates.

After a period of five years from the installation of the first dwelling unit in the
extension no fudher adjustments shafl be made. Installations after live yea~s
shall be at the company’s standard rate.

Once a subscriber is installed, thst person shall not norrnalty be entitled to ~
~efund of any monies paid for the installations, except in accordance with the
rebate procedure outlined in this policy.
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Definitions

_P._r.i..m..a_rv ,Se_rvice Arena

The Primary Service Area (PSA) can be an entire municipality, but in many instances the PSA
is a ]irnited area within a community outside of which a line extension policy may appiy. The
PSA is depicted by a franchise map and narrative, presented and recorded during the franchise
proceedings, It normally remains a fixed geographic area throughout the life of the franchise.

Line Extension

Potentia! subscribers re.siding outside the PSA who request service are entitled f,o an estimate
of their share of the cost to secure service. When conducting a survey and estimaling costs, a
cable company should factor in atl potential subscribers who could practicably be inctuded in
the extension arid give consideration to appa, rent residential ~onstructlon in areas contiouous to
the proposed extension,
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