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Van L. McPherson III, Esquire 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel  
       
 
 
 

February 23, 2021 
 
 
VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
Ms. Aida Camacho-Welch 
Secretary of the Board 
State of New Jersey 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
 

RE:  In the Matter of the Petition of Elizabethtown Gas Company for Approval of 
a Municipal Franchise in the Township of Byram, Sussex County 
BPU Dkt. No. ______________ 

 
Dear Ms. Camacho-Welch: 
 

Enclosed please find an electronic copy of a petition being filed on behalf of Elizabethtown 
Gas Company (“ETG”) for the approval of a municipal franchise for the Township of Byram, 
Sussex County. Due to the pandemic, and in accordance with the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities (“BPU”) March 19, 2020 and May 20, 2020 Orders issued in BPU Docket No. 
EO20030254, hard copies are not being provided at this time, but can be provided at a later time, 
as needed. I have a included a copy of the municipal consent, acceptance of the terms and 
conditions and a copy of a proposed public notice. 

 
By copy of this letter, copies of the motion are being forwarded on this date via electronic 

mail to all persons whose name appears on the attached Service List. Kindly acknowledge receipt 
of this filing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
vmcpherson@sjindustries.com or (609) 561-9000, ext. 4794.  Thank you. 
 
       
 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
      Van L. McPherson III 
      Assistant General Counsel 
      vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  
 
VLM/cmm 
cc: Attached Service List (E-Mail Only) 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF :  SERVICE LIST 
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COMPANY FOR :   
APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE : 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM   :   
SUSSEX COUNTY     :   BPU DOCKET NO.  _____________ 
 
 
NJ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
Aida Camacho, Board Secretary 
NJ Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor 
P. O. Box 350 
Trenton, NJ  08625-0350 
aida.camacho@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Stacy Peterson, Director 
Division of Energy 
NJ Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor 
P. O. Box 350 
Trenton, NJ  08625-0350 
Stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov
 
John Zarzycki 
Division of Energy 
Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3'd Fl., Suite 314 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
John.zarzycki@bpu.nj.gov   
 
DIVISION OF LAW 
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
Dept. of Law & Public Safety 
Division of Law 
RJ Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street, 7th Floor West 
P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
Terel.Klein@law.njoag.gov 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pamela Owen, DAG 
Dept. of Law & Public Safety 
Division of Law 
RJ Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street, 7th Floor West 
P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 
 
DIVISION OF RATE COUNSEL 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
sbrand@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Felicia Thomas-Friel, Managing Attorney 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
fthomas@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian O. Lipman, Litigation Manager 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
blipman@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Shelly Massey 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
smassey@rpa.nj.gov 
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mailto:aida.camacho@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:Stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:Stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:John.zarzycki@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:John.zarzycki@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:Terel.Klein@law.njoag.gov
mailto:Terel.Klein@law.njoag.gov
mailto:17Tpamela.owen@law.njoag.gov
mailto:17Tpamela.owen@law.njoag.gov
mailto:sbrand@rpa.state.nj.us
mailto:fthomas@rpa.state.nj.us
mailto:blipman@rpa.state.nj.us
mailto:smassey@rpa.nj.gov


 - 2 - 
 
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COMPANY 
 
Deborah M. Franco, Esq. 
VP, Rates, Regulatory & Sustainability 
SJI Utilities, Inc.  
520 Green Lane 
Union, NJ  07083 
dfranco@sjindustries.com 
 
Carolyn A. Jacobs 
Regulatory Compliance Specialist 
SJI, Utilities Inc.  
One South Jersey Place 
Atlantic City, NJ  08401 
cjacobs@sjindustries.com
 
Andrew McNally, Esq.   
Director, Government Relations 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037 
amcnally@sjindustries.com  
 
Van L. McPherson, III, Esq.   
Assistant General Counsel 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037    
vmcpherson@sjindustries.com 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY  
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ) 
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COMPANY FOR ) 

     APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE )        BPU DKT. _____________ 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM )         
SUSSEX COUNTY                                                 )        PETITION 

 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS OF 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
 

 This petition presents the request of Elizabethtown Gas Company (“Petitioner”) for the 

Board of Public Utilities to approve a municipal consent in the Township of Byram, Sussex 

County, New Jersey. The Township has granted the franchise consent by ordinance subject to the 

approval of the Board of Public Utilities.   



  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY  
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ) 
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COMPANY FOR ) 

     APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE )        BPU DKT. _____________ 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BYRAM )         
SUSSEX COUNTY                                                 )        PETITION 

 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS OF 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

By this petition, Elizabethtown Gas Company (“ETG” or “the Company”), 

hereby requests that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“BPU” or “the Board”) 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5. approve the franchise granted by 

the Township of Byram, Sussex County, New Jersey. In support of its petition, ETG 

states the following: 

1. Copies of all correspondence and other communications relating to this 

proceeding should be addressed to: 

Deborah M. Franco, Esq.  Van L. McPherson, III, Esq. 
VP, Rates, Regulatory Affairs, & Sustainability Assistant General Counsel 
SJI Utilities, Inc.  South Jersey Industries, Inc. 
1 South Jersey Plaza  1 South Jersey Plaza 
Folsom, New Jersey 08037  Folsom, New Jersey 08037 
Phone: (908) 662-8448  Phone: (609) 561-9000 x4794 
dfranco@sjindustries.com  vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  

 
Additional copies should be addressed to: 

 
Andrew McNally, Esq.   
Director, Government Affairs 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037   
Phone: (908) 662-8479 x68479   
amcnally@sjindustries.com    

mailto:dfranco@sjindustries.com
mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com
mailto:amcnally@sjindustries.com


  

 
 
 

2. ETG is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the State of New Jersey 

and is a public utility engaged in the in the purchase, distribution, and sale of natural gas 

for approximately 300,000 customers located within the state. The Company’s principal 

place of business is located at 520 Green Lane, Union. ETG distributes natural gas to 

residential, commercial, and industrial customers in Union, Middlesex, Sussex, 

Warren, Hunterdon, Morris, and Mercer counties.  

3. ETG has received interest from area residents wishing to receive natural gas 

service for home heating purposes. A copy of the municipal consent of Byram Township 

is attached as Exhibit A. A letter accepting the terms and conditions pursuant to N.J.S.A.  

48:3-16 is attached as Exhibit B and a proposed public notice is attached as Exhibit C.  

4. N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 requires Board approval of a franchise granted by a 

municipality to a public utility subject to the Board’s jurisdiction. The franchise, which 

is the subject matter of this petition, complies with all statutory and administrative 

requirements necessary for its approval. The Board’s approval of the franchise is 

necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly conserves the public 

interests.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

WHEREFORE, ETG respectfully requests that the Board:  

(1) Approve the franchise granted to Elizabethtown Gas Company by the Township 

of Byram; and 

(2) Providing such further relief in connection therewith as is deemed reasonable, 

just, and consistent with the foregoing. 

 

      ELIZABETHTOWN GAS COMPANY 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Van L. McPherson, III, Esq. 





 
 

Exhibit A 
  













Section V. 

Section VI. 

installation under this Municipal Consent, Elizabethtown shall execute and 
deliver to the Clerk of the Township and subject to prior review and approval 
by the Township Attorney, a Bond in the amount of$10,000.00 guaranteeing 
the faithful performance of all of its obligations and undertakings under this 
Ordinance, which Bond shall be enlarged or renewed from time to time as the 
Council may require. 

C. Liability Insurance. Elizabethtown agrees to maintain and keep in full force
and effect, at its sole expense, and at all times during the terms and duration
of this Municipal Consent, sufficient liability insurance naming the Township
of Byram as an additional insured party,_and insuring and indemnifying the
Township against any loss by any such claim, suite,judgment, execution or as
follows:

(a) Elizabethtown shall carry Workman's Compensation Insurance with
Statutory limits.

(b) Elizabethtown shall at all times, maintain a Comprehensive General
Liability Insurance Policy with a single limit amount of
$1,000,000.00 covering liability for any death, personal injury,
property damage or other liability arising out of its construction and
operation of the gas distribution systems herein and in addition, an
excess liability (or "umbrella") policy in the amount of
$3,000,000.00.

( c) Elizabethtown shall furnish to the Township of Byram a certified
copy or Certificate of Insurance of each of the Policies as set forth
herein.

Duration of Consent. 

A. Term. The Limited Municipal consent granted to Elizabethtown herein is
for a period of fifty (50) years from the effective date of this Ordinance.

B. Public Hearing. Immediately prior to the fifty (50) year expiration of this
Consent, the Township of Byram shall conduct public hearings regarding
the performance of Elizabethtown with the terms of this Municipal Consent.
The public hearing shall be duly advertised and shall provide any
opportunity for all interested persons to participate.

C. Extension. Upon the conclusion of the public hearings as set forth herein,
the Township of Byram shall consider such extension and such additional
conditions as the record of the public hearings may warrant.

D. Notice of Proceedings. Elizabethtown shall give the Municipality timely
written notice of at least fifteen (] 5) days in advance of all proceedings
initiated by Elizabethtown or the N.J.B.P.U. or other Regulatory Agency,
when such proceedings may affect the commitments, this Municipal
Consent or relationship between Elizabethtown and the Municipality,
whether or not such notice is required by law. All submissions provided to
such Regulatory Agency by Elizabethtown shall also be provided to the
Township of Byram.

Severability. 

If the provision of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or clause of this 
Ordinance shall be judged invalid by any Court or Competent jurisdiction, such Order or Judgment 
shall not effect or invalidate this remainder of any such article, section, subsection, paragraph or 
clause, and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

Section VII. Effective Date. 

This Municipal Consent Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication 
according to law, and only upon written acceptance of this Municipal Consent by Elizabethtown, 
which written consent shall be filed with the Clerk of the Municipality within thirty (30) days of 
the date after which Elizabethtown receives notice of the passage of this Ordinance. 







 
 

Exhibit B 
  





 
 

Exhibit C 
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Van L. McPherson III, Esquire 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel  
       
 
 

_____________, 2021 
 
VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
Ms. Doris Flynn, Clerk  
Byram Township  
10 Mansfield Drive 
Stanhope, New Jersey 07874 
 
Gregory V. Poff, II, County Administrator 
Sussex County Administrative Center 
1 Spring Street 
Newton, NJ 07860 
 
Teresa Lyons, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
Sussex County Administrative Center 
1 Spring Street 
Newton, NJ 07860 
 
 

RE:  In the Matter of the Petition of Elizabethtown Gas Company for Approval of 
a Municipal Franchise in the Township of Byram, Sussex County 
BPU Dkt. No. ______________ 

 
Dear Ms. Flynn, Mr. Poff, and Ms. Lyons: 
 

Pursuant to the provision of N.J.S.A. 48:12-14, Elizabethtown Gas Company (“ETG”) has 
applied to the new Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“the Board”) for approval of the Township of 
Byram’s Ordinance, which grants ETG permission to serve natural gas within its community as 
provided in said Ordinance. 

 
Please be advised the Board has set ________________, ______, 2021 at ____ a.m. at the 

Board’s ten-floor offices located 44 South Clinton Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 07102 in the 
Legal Conference Room as the time and place for the hearing on this matter. This matter may be 
held virtually due to the pandemic at ______________. You are welcome to attend and place your 
views on the record if you desire. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
 

 
      Van L. McPherson III 
      Assistant General Counsel 
      vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  
 
VLM/cmm 
cc: Attached Service List (E-Mail Only) 
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