
 
 

 

 

 
Van L. McPherson III, Esquire 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel  
       
 

February 11, 2021 
 
VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
Ms. Aida Camacho-Welch 
Secretary of the Board 
State of New Jersey 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
 

RE:  In the Matter of the Petition of South Jersey Gas Company for Approval of a 
Municipal Franchise in the Township of Southampton, Burlington County 
BPU Dkt. No. ______________ 

 
Dear Ms. Camacho-Welch: 
 

Enclosed please find an electronic copy of a petition being filed on behalf of South Jersey 
Gas Company (“SJG”) for the approval of a municipal franchise for the Township of Southampton, 
Burlington County. Due to the pandemic, and in accordance with the New Jersey Board of Public 
Utilities (“BPU”) March 19, 2020 and May 20, 2020 Orders issued in BPU Docket No. 
EO20030254, hard copies are not being provided at this time, but can be provided at a later time, 
as needed. I have a included a copy of the municipal consent, acceptance of the terms and 
conditions and a copy of a proposed public notice. 

 
By copy of this letter, copies of the motion are being forwarded on this date via electronic 

mail to all persons whose name appears on the attached Service List. Kindly acknowledge receipt 
of this filing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
vmcpherson@sjindustries.com or (609) 561-9000, ext. 4794.  Thank you. 
 
       
 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
      Van L. McPherson III 
      Assistant General Counsel 
      vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  
 
VLM/cmm 
cc: Attached Service List (E-Mail Only) 

mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com
mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com


IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF :  SERVICE LIST 
SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR  :   
APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE : 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTHAMPTON :   
BURLINGTON COUNTY    :   BPU DOCKET NO.  _____________ 
 
 
UUNJ BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
Aida Camacho, Board Secretary 
NJ Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor 
P. O. Box 350 
Trenton, NJ  08625-0350 
17T17Taida.camacho@bpu.nj.gov17T 
 
Stacy Peterson, Director 
Division of Energy 
NJ Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor 
P. O. Box 350 
Trenton, NJ  08625-0350 
17T17TStacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov17T 
17T17T 
 
UUDIVISION OF LAW 
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
Dept. of Law & Public Safety 
Division of Law 
RJ Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street, 7PP

th
PP Floor West 

P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
17T17TTerel.Klein@law.njoag.gov 17T 
 
Pamela Owen, DAG 
Dept. of Law & Public Safety 
Division of Law 
RJ Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street, 7PP

th
PP Floor West 

P.O. Box 112 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
17T17Tpamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 17T 
 
 
 
 
 

UUDIVISION OF RATE COUNSEL 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 4 PP

th
PP Floor 

P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
17T17Tsbrand@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Felicia Thomas-Friel, Managing Attorney 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4 PP

th
PP Floor 

P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
17T17Tfthomas@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Brian O. Lipman, Litigation Manager 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4 PP

th
PP Floor 

P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
17T17Tblipman@rpa.nj.gov 
 
Shelly Massey 
Division of Rate Counsel  
140 East Front Street, 4 PP

th
PP Floor 

P.O. Box 003 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
17T17Tsmassey@rpa.nj.gov 
 
UUSOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY 
 
Deborah M. Franco, Esq. 
VP, Rates, Regulatory & Sustainability 
17T17TSJI Utilities, Inc.  
520 Green Lane 
17T17TUnion, NJ  07083 
17T17Tdfranco@sjindustries.com 
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Carolyn A. Jacobs 
Regulatory Compliance Specialist 
SJI, Utilities Inc.  
17T17TOne South Jersey Place 
17T17TAtlantic City, NJ  08401 
17T17Tcjacobs@sjindustries.com 17T 

 
Andrew McNally, Esq.   
Director, Government Relations 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037    
amcnally@sjindustries.com  
 
Van L. McPherson, III, Esq.   
Assistant General Counsel 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037    
vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND 
GAS COMPANY 
Matthew M. Weissman, Esq.  
Managing Counsel, State Regulatory  
PSEG Services Corporation 
80 Park Plaza, T5  
Newark, New Jersey 07102  
Matthew.Weissman@pseg.com  

mailto:17Tcjacobs@sjindustries.com17T
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY  
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ) 
SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR ) 

     APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE )        BPU DKT. _____________ 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTHAMPTON )         
BURLINGTON COUNTY                                     )        PETITION 

 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS OF 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

 This petition presents the request of South Jersey Gas Company (“Petitioner”) for the 

Board of Public Utilities to approve a municipal consent in the Township of Southampton, 

Burlington County, New Jersey. The Borough has granted the franchise consent by ordinance 

subject to the approval of the Board of Public Utilities.   



  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY  
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF ) 
SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR ) 

     APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE )        BPU DKT. _____________ 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF SOUTHAMPTON )         
BURLINGTON COUNTY                                     )        PETITION 

 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE COMMISISONERS OF 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

By this petition, South Jersey Gas Company (“SJG” or “the Company”), hereby 

requests that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“BPU” or “the Board”) pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5. approve the franchise granted by the 

Township of Southampton, Burlington County, New Jersey. In support of its petition, 

SJG states the following: 

1. Copies of all correspondence and other communications relating to this 

proceeding should be addressed to: 

Deborah M. Franco, Esq.  Van L. McPherson, III, Esq. 
VP, Rates, Regulatory Affairs, & Sustainability Assistant General Counsel 
SJI Utilities, Inc.  South Jersey Industries, Inc. 
1 South Jersey Plaza  1 South Jersey Plaza 
Folsom, New Jersey 08037  Folsom, New Jersey 08037 
Phone: (908) 662-8448  Phone: (609) 561-9000 x4794 
dfranco@sjindustries.com  vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  

 
Additional copies should be addressed to: 

 
Andrew McNally, Esq.   
Director, Government Relations 
South Jersey Industries, Inc.   
1 South Jersey Plaza   
Folsom, New Jersey 08037   
Phone: (908) 662-8479 x68479   
amcnally@sjindustries.com    

mailto:dfranco@sjindustries.com
mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com
mailto:amcnally@sjindustries.com


  

 
 
 

2. SJG is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the State of New Jersey 

and is a public utility engaged in the in the purchase, distribution, and sale of natural gas 

for approximately 400,000 customers located within the state. The Company’s principal 

place of business is located at 1 South Jersey Place, Atlantic City, NJ 08401. SJG 

distributes natural gas to residential, commercial, and industrial customers in Atlantic, 

Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem counties.  

3. SJG has received interest from area residents wishing to receive natural gas 

service for home heating purposes. A copy of the municipal consent of Southampton 

Township is attached as Exhibit A. A letter accepting the terms and conditions pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 48:3-16 is attached as Exhibit B and a proposed public notice is attached as Exhibit 

C.  

4. N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 requires Board approval of a franchise granted by a 

municipality to a public utility subject to the Board’s jurisdiction. The franchise, which 

is the subject matter of this petition, complies with all statutory and administrative 

requirements necessary for its approval. The Board’s approval of the franchise is 

necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly conserves the public 

interests.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

WHEREFORE, SJG respectfully requests that the Board:  

(1) Approve the franchise granted to South Jersey Gas Company by the Township of 

Southampton; and 

(2) Providing such further relief in connection therewith as is deemed reasonable, 

just, and consistent with the foregoing. 

 

      SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Van L. McPherson, III, Esq. 





 
 

Exhibit A 
  



PETITION FOR MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE 
 

TO THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTHAMPTON 

 
 Petitioner, South Jersey Gas Company ("South Jersey Gas" or "Company"), a public 

utility corporation of the state of New Jersey respectfully shows: 

 1. Petitioner is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the State of New 

Jersey, and is a public utility engaged in distribution of natural and mixed gas, subject to the 

jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“NJBPU” or “the Board”).  The 

principal business office of the petitioner is 1 South Jersey Place, Atlantic City, New Jersey 

08401. 

 2. Communications and correspondence relating to the proceeding herein should 

be sent as follows: 

    Van L. McPherson, III, Esquire  
SOUTH JERSEY GAS 
1 South Jersey Place 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
 

 3. Petitioner is engaged in the business of transmitting and distributing natural and 

mixed gas to approximately 400,000 customers within its service area located principally in 

Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland, Salem, Gloucester, Camden, and Burlington Counties. 

 4. The Township of Southampton, in the County of Burlington, New Jersey is not 

served with gas under a franchise consent by South Jersey Gas. 

 5. South Jersey Gas currently serves other communities within Burlington County. 

 6. South Jersey Gas respectfully requests permission to convey, supply and 

distribute gas for light, heat, power and other purposes for public and private use and 

consumption along and under all the streets, avenues, alleys, parks, parkways, highways or other 



public places within the Township as they now exist or may be hereinafter laid out by the 

municipal authorities of the said Township or dedicated to said Township of Southampton. 

 7. The form of Ordinance annexed hereto as Schedule A has been submitted to the 

Honorable Mayor and Township Committee for their consideration. By the terms of such 

Ordinance, South Jersey Gas would agree to restore at its own expense all such streets, avenues, 

parks, parkways, highways, sidewalks, grass plots, curbs or other public place to their pre-

existing condition at the commencement of any said work; said work shall be done in a careful, 

prudent and workmanlike manner and within such a time as shall be best for the proper 

restoration thereof. 

 8. South Jersey Gas would agree to give notice to the Township Committee or its 

duly authorized officials, of its intentions to open or excavate a street or other public place as 

aforesaid, and would agree to abide by any Ordinance now existing or hereafter passed which 

regulates the excavation and opening of streets, roads or highways. 

 9. The work of laying or repairing gas mains and/or distribution lines and laterals 

shall be done by the Company in a careful, prudent and workmanlike manner at its own 

expense. 

 10. South Jersey Gas would, at all times, protect and save harmless the Township 

of Southampton from any and all damages to person or property and from any and all actions, 

costs or claims which may be caused by or out of, relate to or result from the Company's 

negligence in construction, laying, repairing, inspecting, altering or maintaining of mains, 

conductors, pipes and appurtenances thereto. 

 11. South Jersey Gas would agree to execute and file with the Clerk of the Township 

its bond in the penal sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars in satisfactory form, 



guaranteeing its performance of the conditions of the Ordinance which may be enlarged or 

renewed from time to time as the Township Committee may require. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Van L. McPherson, III, Esquire 















 
 

Exhibit B 
  



 
 

 

 

 
Van L. McPherson III, Esquire 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel  
       
 

September 30, 2020 
 
 
 
Ms. Kathleen Hoffman 
Southampton Township Administrator/Clerk 
5 Retreat Road 
Southampton, New Jersey 08088 
 

RE:  South Jersey Gas – Franchise in Township of Southampton 
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman: 
 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16, I hereby notify you on behalf of South Jersey Gas 
Company (SJG) that SJG accepts the terms of the Ordinance granting SJG a municipal consent to 
provide natural gas service to the Township of Southampton, which Ordinance was adopted at the 
September 15, 2020 meeting.  

 
So that SJG can process the application with the BPU, kindly forward when available: (i) 

a certified copy of the Ordinance and Minutes of the meetings evidencing the first reading, second 
reading and adoption of the Ordinance; (ii) proof of publication of the Ordinance for the second 
reading; (iii) proof of publication of the Notice of Adoption; and (iv) certification of the posting 
of the Petition.  

 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
      Van L. McPherson III 
      Assistant General Counsel 
      vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  

mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com


 
 

Exhibit C 



 
 

 

 

 
Van L. McPherson III, Esquire 
Assistant General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel  
       
 

February 5, 2021 
 
VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
Ms. Kathleen Hoffman, Administrator/Clerk  
Southampton Township  
5 Retreat Road 
Southampton, New Jersey 08088 
 
Eve Cullinan, County Administrator 
Burlington County Administration Building 
49 Rancocas Road 
Room 123 
Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 
Erin M. Kelly, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
Burlington County Administration Building 
49 Rancocas Road 
Room 123 
Mount Holly, NJ 08060 
 
 

RE:  In the Matter of the Petition of South Jersey Gas Company for Approval of a 
Municipal Franchise in the Township of Southampton, Burlington County 
BPU Dkt. No. ______________ 

 
Dear Ms. Hoffman, Ms. Cullinan, and Ms. Kelly: 
 

Pursuant to the provision of N.J.S.A. 48:12-14, South Jersey Gas Company (“SJG”) has 
applied to the new Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“the Board”) for approval of the Township of 
Southampton’s Ordinance, which grants SJG permission to serve natural gas within its community 
as provided in said Ordinance. 

 
Please be advised the Board has set ________________, ______, 2021 at ____ a.m. at the 

Board’s ten-floor offices located 44 South Clinton Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 07102 in the 
Legal Conference Room as the time and place for the hearing on this matter. This matter may be 
held virtually due to the pandemic at ______________. You are welcome to attend and place your 
views on the record if you desire. 



 
 
 
 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
 

 
      Van L. McPherson III 
      Assistant General Counsel 
      vmcpherson@sjindustries.com  
 
VLM/cmm 
cc: Attached Service List (E-Mail Only) 

mailto:vmcpherson@sjindustries.com
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