
 

 
 
 
Citizens Hunterdon Solar NJBPU Community Solar Application – Confidentiality Version 
 
The following is a redacted version of Citizens Energy Application to the NJBPU Year 2 
community solar program.  We request the following information in the application be redacted 
and kept confidential pursuant to the Board’s rules at N.J.A.C. 14:1-12.1 et seq.: 
 
-Information pertaining to our Landowner partners, their businesses, and agreements with us, 
including the Letter of Intent and the terms contained therein. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Michael Kennedy 
Director of Business Development, Citizens Energy 
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Board and/or other state, federal, county, regional or local agencies in reports and evaluations, 
and the geographic location may be used to update Geographic Information System (“GIS”) 
mapping. Applicants must identify sensitive and trade secret information that they wish to keep 
confidential by submitting them in accordance with the confidentiality procedures set forth in 
N.J.A.C. 14:1-12.3 (see “Submission of Confidential Information). Furthermore, the Applicant 
understands that the list of approved community solar projects will be published on the Board of 
Public Utilities website. 

3. Amendments or supplements to the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program Application Form will 
be made available via the New Jersey Clean Energy Program (“NJCEP”) website at 
www.njcleanenergy.com. This Application Form may be modified for future Application Periods 
at any time without prior notification.

Evaluation of Applications and Approval of Projects 

4. Only Applications that are administratively complete by the close of the Application Period will be 
considered for participation in the Community Solar Energy Pilot Program during that Program 
Year. An application will be deemed administratively complete if: 1) All questions are completed, 
except those explicitly marked as optional, 2) All required attachments are included (see Appendix 
B for a checklist of required attachments), and 3) All required signatures are included. Applicants 
will be notified if an Application is deemed administratively incomplete. An incomplete 
Application may be amended and resubmitted during the next Pilot Program Application Period 
without advantage or disadvantage, so long as it conforms to the requirements of that Application 
Period. In the event that any required information or attachment is missing, the Application will 
be deemed incomplete and will not be scored. 

5. Only Applications that are submitted via the online application process will be considered for 
participation in Program Year 2 (“PY2”) of the Pilot Program. 

6. Any Application that contains factually incorrect information will be eliminated from 
consideration.  

7. The Applicant may be required to supplement the information provided in the Application Form 
upon request from the Board or Board Staff. 

8. Following the close of the Application Period, each Application will be reviewed and evaluated by 
a dedicated Evaluation Committee.  

9. In reviewing each application, Board Staff may consult with the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”), the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, or other state 
agencies and consultants as are relevant to the Application. Any information marked and 
submitted as confidential will be treated as such by the receiving agency, and used for the sole 
purpose of evaluation. 

10. Board Staff may reject Applications that are incomplete at the close of the Application Period, 
that are not in compliance with the rules and regulations established in N.J.A.C. 14:8-9, or that 
do not meet a minimum standard for selection, as set forth in this Application Form. 

11. The criteria for evaluation of Applications are presented in Appendix C (Evaluation Criteria). 
Projects must score a minimum 50 points total in order to be considered for participation in the 
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prepared to construct their projects in accordance with the existing timelines in the current rules 
at N.J.A.C. 14:8-9.3(c). 
 
In order to monitor compliance, approved projects will be required to submit updates to the 
Board: 

a. Prior to the beginning of construction, the Applicant must provide evidence that 
commitments in the following categories have been met: project location, community 
and environmental justice engagement, other benefits. 

b. Prior to applying for permission to operate (“PTO”), the Applicant must provide evidence 
that commitments in the following categories have been met: siting (other than location), 
all permits received. 

c. Prior to applying to the EDC for allocation of bill credits, the Applicant must provide 
evidence that commitments in the following categories have been met: product offering, 
subscriber type, geographic limit within EDC service territory.  

If the approved project fails to be completed as proposed in the Application, and the Applicant 
fails to remedy the failure or provide an equivalent modification within a reasonable timeframe, 
the project may be penalized up to and including a withdrawal of the permission to operate in the 
Community Solar Energy Pilot Program. 

Incentive Eligibility 

14. In order to limit regulatory uncertainty for projects applying to PY2 of the Pilot Program, the Board 
has determined that Applications selected as part of PY2 be eligible to register for the current 
Transition Incentive (“TI”) program, even if said Applications are selected after the establishment 
of the Successor Program, subject to projects maintaining compliance with the rules and 
regulations of the TI Program. 
 

Special Considerations for Project Siting

15. Unlike Program Year 1, Applicants with ground mounted projects are not required to meet with 
NJDEP’s Office of Permitting and Project Navigation (“OPPN”, formerly the Office of Permit 
Coordination and Environmental Review, or PCER) prior to submitting an Application to the Board. 
Applicants may request a meeting with the OPPN to identify permits and other potential issues, 
but doing so is not a prerequisite in the PY2 Application process. 
Exception: Applications for floating solar projects are required to meet with OPPN prior to 
submitting an Application. Applicants are responsible for requesting the meeting sufficiently in 
advance of the Application deadline to ensure that the meeting is able to occur. 

16. Applicants are required to submit a complete OPPN Permit Readiness Checklist as an attachment 
to their Application. Applicants are not required to submit the OPPN Permit Readiness Checklist 
to OPPN prior to submitting an Application, except in the case of floating solar projects. The 
Evaluation Committee will submit the Checklists of shortlisted Applications directly to NJDEP prior 
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to presenting the list of project scores to the Board. The Permit Readiness Checklist is available at 
the following link: https://www.nj.gov/dep/pcer/introcklist.htm. 

17. Special attention should be paid when siting a project on a landfill, a brownfield, or an area of 
historic fill. For reference, NJDEP’s Guidance for Installation of Solar Renewable Energy Systems 
on Landfills in New Jersey can be found at the following link: 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/swp/solarguidance.pdf. 

18. The Applicant should review the environmental compliance history at the proposed site and the 
various operations that were conducted there. Satisfaction of all outstanding NJDEP regulatory 
compliance obligations, if applicable, will be required prior to applying for permission to operate. 
The Applicant should identify any outstanding compliance and enforcement issues associated 
with the property on which the proposed project is to be sited and resolve them accordingly 
before submitting an Application, if applicable. 

19. If the proposed project is sited on Green Acres preserved open space, as defined in N.J.A.C. 14:8-
9.2, or on land owned by NJDEP, the Applicant must receive special approval for the project from 
NJDEP prior to submitting the Application to the Board, and attach proof of approval to their 
application package (see section B. VII. Community Solar Facility Siting). 

Special Considerations for Government Entity Applicants 

20. Specific exemptions are identified throughout the Application Form which apply only if: 1) the 
Applicant is a government entity (municipal, county, or state), AND 2) the community solar 
developer will be selected by the Applicant via a Request for Proposals (“RFP”), Request for 
Quotations (“RFQ”), or other bidding process. If this is the case, the Applicant must include a letter 
describing the proposed bidding process, and the Applicant should complete all sections of the 
Application Form based on the project as it will be designed in the bidding process. The Applicant 
must further commit to issuing said RFP, RFQ, or other bidding process within 90 days of the 
proposed project being approved by the Board for participation in the Community Solar Energy 
Pilot Program (see section B. XIII. Special Authorizations and Exemptions). 

21. Alternatively, Government Entity Applicants may elect to submit an Application after issuing an 
RFP, RFQ, or other bidding process. 

22. The Application Form has been designed to ensure that Government Entity Applicants provide the 
information necessary to equitably score the project against all other Applicants, and to provide 
contain reasonable assurances that the project will be developed. All Applicants are required to 
identify a project site. 

23. Additionally, the Board proposed an amendment to the Pilot Program rules, which, if approved, 
would allow municipally-owned community solar projects to submit an application for a project 
that requests an exemption from the provisions at N.J.A.C. 14:8-9.10(b)(1) mandating subscriber 
enrollment via affirmative consent (i.e. an opt-out community solar project). Projects applying in 
PY2 may indicate in section B. XIII. Special Authorizations and Exemptions that they plan to utilize 
opt-out subscriber enrollment if the proposed rule amendment is approved by the Board.  If the 
Application is selected but the proposed rule amendment is not approved by the Board, the 
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project will be required to proceed using affirmative consent (i.e. “opt-in”) subscriber enrollment 
rules, as currently provided for in the Pilot Program rules at N.J.A.C. 14:8-9.10(b)(1). 

 
Submitting an Application

24. Applications must adhere to all of the following instructions for submission. Applications must be 
received no later than 5:00 P.M. on the date of the close of the Application Period in order to be 
considered. 

25. Applications must be submitted via the dedicated online application process. Staff will provide 
further details on how to submit an Application online upon the opening of the online application 
process. The online application process will reflect the exact questions and requirements laid out 
in this Application Form. This PDF Application Form is being provided to allow Applicants to 
develop their Applications; do not submit an Application using this PDF Application Form. 

Submission of Confidential Information 

26. All Applications received will be posted to the New Jersey Clean Energy Program website, and will 
be available through NJBPU’s Public Document Search. The information contained in and 
submitted with the Application is subject to disclosure under the Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 
47-1A-1 et seq. 

27. Claimed sensitive and trade secret information that Applicants wish to keep confidential must be 
submitted in accordance with the confidentiality procedures set forth in N.J.A.C. 14:1-12.3. 

 
Questions and Further Information 

28. Please address all questions pertaining to the Application Form to 
communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com. 

29. Additional guidance and Frequently Asked Questions will be available on the NJCEP website at: 
http://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/community-solar.   
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adhere to the existing “opt-in” rules for subscriber enrollment (N.J.A.C. 14:8-9.10(b)(1)). 
………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….......…..…  Yes  No 
Attach an affidavit that the municipal project owner will comply with all applicable rules and 
regulations, particularly those relating to consumer privacy and consumer protection. 
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I – Citizens Energy and Joe 4 Sun Overview 

Citizens Energy 

Citizens Enterprises Corporation (Citizens) is pleased to provide this unique proposal for a low-
income community landfill solar project to the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU).  
Founded in 1979 by Joseph P. Kennedy II amid the oil shocks of the 1970s, Citizens identifies 
and capitalizes on market opportunities generating billions of dollars in revenue, while 
channeling millions of dollars of assistance to social ventures and charitable causes throughout 
the US.  Its founding mission is to make life’s basic needs more affordable to those in need.   

Citizens has an active solar development business with nearly a decade of experience and over 
200MW of installed capacity.  It is a leading developer of low-income focused community solar, 
include in the largest low-income community solar project in the United States in the Imperial 
Valley, California.  Its Joe-4-Sun low-income community solar program is active and growing in 
Massachusetts and New York, and projected to save over 42,000 families ~$11.3 million dollars 
in energy costs. 

 

Hunterdon County Solar Project 

The proposed solar project that will provide capacity for our community solar program is located 
in the Borough of Flemington, NJ, off of NJ state route #12.  The proposed system will feature a 
capacity of approximately 5MW DC, representing an opportunity to convert a previously unused 
parcel of land into a productive, environmentally friendly and money-saving solar facility for the 
Borough and its residents. 

 

JOE-4-SUN:  A Low Income Community Solar Program 

Supporting Citizens Energy’s non-profit mission to help make life’s basic needs more affordable, 
the Citizens Hunterdon Solar project will be a low-income community solar project operated 
through Citizens’ JOE-4-SUN program.  
 
Citizens is the largest low-income community shared solar provider in the state of Massachusetts 
under the SMART program. Currently, Citizens is implementing our JOE-4-SUN program on 5 
of our solar projects across Massachusetts as well as a project in upstate New York. The JOE-4-
SUN program will provide approximately $300 in annual savings to over 1,700 households each 
year.  Citizens is excited at the opportunity to expand our JOE-4-SUN program to low income 
subscribers in the state of New Jersey under its Year 2 Community Solar solicitation.  
 
In New York State, Citizens has an active community solar project (Citizens Chenango Solar) 
that provides a 20% solar credit discount to subscribers (the largest available discount as far as 
we know), yielding savings to over 300 subscribers of $200 or more annually. 
 



 

Our goal will be to have 100% of the subscriptions of the proposed solar project be dedicated to 
low income subscribers. Citizens will work closely with the Borough of Flemington to allocate 
solar subscriptions to as many low-income households as possible. We estimate the JOE-4-SUN 
program in New Jersey will provide households with a 25% discount on bill credits. We estimate 
the project would be able to provide as many as 500 low-income households with a money-
saving community solar subscription. 
 
Marketing and Outreach 
 
One of the more challenging aspects of a low-income community shared solar program is 
customer acquisition. Marketing to low-income customers requires a very different approach 
than marketing to non-low-income customers. Citizens’ experience in this area is tried and true. 
We have years of experience working with low-income families through our JOE-4-OIL 
program, which operated between 2005 to 2016, providing free home heating oil to 
disadvantaged households. Additionally, Citizens’ Solar Homes program in California has 
provided rooftop solar to over 700 low-income households. Citizens is actively signing up 
customers for our JOE-4-SUN programs in nearby Massachusetts and New York.  Attached to 
this application/proposal, please find examples of marketing materials we have used to attract 
low-income solar subscribers in both Massachusetts and New York, as well articles detailing the 
experiences and benefits to energy affordability of our low-income customers. 

We plan to actively engage with the town council of the Borough of Flemington about 
collaborating to engage low-income Borough residents and community organizations on driving 
subscriptions to an eventual low-income community solar program. 
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If “Yes,” the savings are guaranteed or fixed: 
 As a percentage of monthly utility bill 
 As a fixed guaranteed savings compared to average historic bill 
 As a fixed percentage of bill credits 
 Other: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Special conditions or considerations: ________________________________________________ We typically require minimal or no credit checks for subscriber sign-ups



 

 

 

 

 

Proposed System Overview 





2/1/2021 PVWatts Calculator

https://pvwatts.nrel.gov/pvwatts.php 1/1

Caution: Photovoltaic system performance
predictions calculated by PVWatts® include
many inherent assumptions and
uncertainties and do not reflect variations
between PV technologies nor site-specific
characteristics except as represented by
PVWatts® inputs. For example, PV modules
with better performance are not
differentiated within PVWatts® from lesser
performing modules. Both NREL and private
companies provide more sophisticated PV
modeling tools (such as the System Advisor
Model at https://sam.nrel.gov) that allow for
more precise and complex modeling of PV
systems.

The expected range is based on 30 years of
actual weather data at the given location
and is intended to provide an indication of
the variation you might see. For more
information, please refer to this NREL report:
The Error Report.

 

Disclaimer: The PVWatts® Model ("Model")
is provided by the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory ("NREL"), which is
operated by the Alliance for Sustainable
Energy, LLC ("Alliance") for the U.S.
Department Of Energy ("DOE") and may be
used for any purpose whatsoever.

The names DOE/NREL/ALLIANCE shall not
be used in any representation, advertising,
publicity or other manner whatsoever to
endorse or promote any entity that adopts or
uses the Model. DOE/NREL/ALLIANCE shall
not provide

any support, consulting, training or
assistance of any kind with regard to the use
of the Model or any updates, revisions or
new versions of the Model.

YOU AGREE TO INDEMNIFY
DOE/NREL/ALLIANCE, AND ITS AFFILIATES,
OFFICERS, AGENTS, AND EMPLOYEES
AGAINST ANY CLAIM OR DEMAND,
INCLUDING REASONABLE ATTORNEYS'
FEES, RELATED TO YOUR USE, RELIANCE,
OR ADOPTION OF THE MODEL FOR ANY
PURPOSE WHATSOEVER. THE MODEL IS
PROVIDED BY DOE/NREL/ALLIANCE "AS IS"
AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED
WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE EXPRESSLY
DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL
DOE/NREL/ALLIANCE BE LIABLE FOR ANY
SPECIAL, INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES OR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO CLAIMS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOSS OF DATA OR
PROFITS, WHICH MAY RESULT FROM ANY
ACTION IN CONTRACT, NEGLIGENCE OR
OTHER TORTIOUS CLAIM THAT ARISES OUT
OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OR
PERFORMANCE OF THE MODEL.

The energy output range is based on
analysis of 30 years of historical weather
data for nearby , and is intended to provide
an indication of the possible interannual
variability in generation for a Fixed (open
rack) PV system at this location.

6,385,171 kWh/Year*RESULTS

System output may range from 6,042,287 to 6,519,898 kWh per year near this location. 

Month Solar Radiation
( kWh / m2 / day )

AC Energy
( kWh )

Value
( $ )

January 3.05 390,980 24,827

February 3.90 439,131 27,885

March 4.52 555,774 35,292

April 5.61 625,913 39,745

May 5.81 654,689 41,573

June 6.11 658,451 41,812

July 6.32 686,496 43,592

August 5.78 628,880 39,934

September 5.35 569,303 36,151

October 3.96 466,769 29,640

November 3.17 370,879 23,551

December 2.68 337,907 21,457

Annual 4.69 6,385,172 $ 405,459

Location and Station Identification

Requested Location 40.508998, -74.963605

Weather Data Source Lat, Lon: 40.49, -74.98  1.4 mi

Latitude 40.49° N

Longitude 74.98° W

PV System Specifications (Commercial)

DC System Size 5000 kW

Module Type Standard

Array Type Fixed (open rack)

Array Tilt 20°

Array Azimuth 180°

System Losses 14.08%

Inverter Efficiency 96%

DC to AC Size Ratio 1.2

Economics

Average Retail Electricity Rate 0.064 $/kWh

Performance Metrics

Capacity Factor 14.6%
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 
OFFICE OF PERMITTING & PROJECT NAVIGATION 

 
PERMIT READINESS CHECKLIST 

 
Completion of this form will assist the Department in determining what permits might be needed to 
authorize a project and to ensure that all appropriate programs attend a pre-application meeting. Please fill 
out the below form as completely as possible, noting any areas you are not sure of and including any 
information about the project and the site that might help the Department determine the permitting needs 
of the project.1  
 

1. Please complete the following questions if applicable and return to the Department with a 1 to 2-
page narrative description of project, its function, and its benefits; as well as a site plan, 
maps, aerial photos, GIS shape files, etc.  

 
A. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Name of Proposed Project    Citizens Hunterdon Solar  

 
2. Consultant/Contact Information (if any)   See Exhibit A, attached 

 
3. Name/Address of Prospective Applicant   Citizens Energy Corporation 

Address/tel./fax    See Exhibit A, attached  
    Company Name   See Exhibit A, attached  

Address/tel./fax    See Exhibit A, attached                       
 
Does the applicant own the property?  No 
 
If the applicant is not the property owner, please provide contact information for the property 
owner and evidence of having property owner permission to use the property for the proposed 
project.   See Exhibit B, Attached 
 

 4.  Does the project have any existing NJDEP ID#s assigned? (i.e., Case number, Program Interest    
(PI)#, Program ID#) Yes If yes, please provide DLRP #1000-040001.1; #1000-04-0001.2  

 
 B.        PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION 

 
Street Address/munic. 716 Pittstown Road, Franklin Township and 828 State Highway 12, 

 Kingwood 
County Hunterdon    Zip Code 08825 
Block No. 48 (Franklin);  15 (Kingwood) Lot _No. 8 (Franklin);  8 (Kingwood) 
X Coordinate in State Plane (project centroid) 365,955.87 
Y Coordinate in State Plane (project centroid) 610,558.47 

 
1 Please be advised that this form is not a permit application. To receive authorization, approval, or a permit to conduct regulated 
activities, a formal application must be filed, and a formal permit or authorization issued by the appropriate Bureau within the 
Department prior to the conduct of regulated activity. This form is used solely for the Department’s preliminary review and 
discussion of this project to determine what permits or authorizations may be needed to conduct the proposed activity.  Any 
guidance offered to the applicant during this process is not binding on the Department or the applicant and a final response can 
only be rendered through the actual issuance of permits, approvals, or authorizations.  
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C.  PROPOSED ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION AND SCHEDULE 

 
1. Project Type: X New Construction       Brownfield Redevelop.         

Alternative Energy  X   Other (Please describe)       
 

a)  Estimated Schedule:  Date permits needed or desired by, beginning construction date; 
            construction completion, and operation of facility date: September 2021 

b)   Funding Source: Is any Federal Funding being used for this project? No   
       State Funding over 1 million dollars? No 

Is funding secured at this time?  No   Is funding conditional? Yes   If so, on what? 
Project will work with existing lender partners to secure non-recourse debt, equity, and 
tax equity financing, likely as part of a larger portfolio of solar energy projects. 

c) Is the project contingent on receiving the identified funding? Yes 
If yes, explain Financing as described above. 

d) What DEP permits do you think you need for this project? (The Department will 
confirm this through the PRC process).  See Exhibit C, attached 

2. For additional guidance on Department permits, please refer to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection’s website at https://www.nj.gov/dep/ 

 
a) Which Department(s), Bureau(s), and staff have you contacted regarding your 

proposed project? N/A 
b) Are there any Department permits that will need to be modified as a result of this 

project? Please explain and identify the project reviewer of the permit to be modified. 
No 
 

c)   Please identify any pre-permit actions or modifications you have applied for or 
obtained from the Department or other state agencies for this project:  

1) Water Quality Management Plan consistency   N/A 
2) Highlands Consistency   N/A 
3) Wetland Delineation (LOI)  LOI valid until 10/16/2021 (#1000-04-

0001.2 FWW 160001) 
4) Tidelands Conveyance   N/A 
5) Flood Hazard Jurisdiction or determinations  To be applied 
6) Water Allocation  N/A 
7) Site Remediation RAW,  Remedial Action Permit – Soil and or 

Groundwater, NJPDES Discharge to Ground Water, NJPDES 
Discharge to Surface Water,  No Further Action Response Action 
Outcome   To be determined 

8) Landfill Disruption Approval  N/A 
9) Landfill Closure Plan   N/A  
10) Other       

 
3. Please submit this Permit Readiness Checklist form, completed to the extent possible, 

electronically to Megan.Brunatti@dep.nj.gov and David.Pepe@dep.nj.gov and one (1) copy via 
mail2 with the following items if available: 

 
2 Submit to New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Office of Permitting and Project Navigation 
P.O. Box 420, Mail Code 07J  
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
Street Location:  401 East State Street, 7th Floor  
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(a) The completed Permit Readiness Checklist;  
(b) A description of the proposed project; 
(c) Any overarching regulatory or policy call(s) or guidance that the Department 

must make or make known prior to the receipt of the application to determine the 
project’s feasibility, regulatory, or review process.  

(d) USGS map(s) with the site of the proposed project site boundaries 
clearly delineated (including the title of the USGS quadrangle sheet 
from which it was taken)3; 

(e)  Aerial photos/GIS information regarding the site;  
(f) A site map including any known environmental features (wetlands, streams, 

buffers, etc4);  
(g)  Site plans to the extent available;  
(h) Street map indicating the location of the proposed project; 
(i)  Any other information that you think may be helpful to the Department in 

reviewing this project.  
(j)  List of any local or regional governments or entities, their historical involvement 
in this project or site, identification of conflicts with DEP rules; with contact names and 
information whose attendance/input would be helpful in facilitating this project, ie Soil 
Conservation Districts, health departments, local zoning officials, etc.   

 
D.  The following are questions designed to guide the Department in its determination of what permits 

may be needed to authorize this project. If the questions do not apply to the proposed project, please 
indicate N/A. Please include any other information you think may be helpful for the Department to 
determine which permits are needed.  

 
 
NATURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES (609) 292-3541 
 
Is any portion of the project site on land owned or administered by the NJDEP?  No 
If yes, please visit 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres/pdf/Request to Use NJDEP Property 2019.pdf  for 
information on initiating a request to use NJDEP property.  The submission of a request to use NJDEP 
property is a prerequisite to the scheduling of a pre-application meeting.  
 
Green Acres Program (609) 984-0631 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacres 
 
Is any part of the project site on land that is subject to a Green Acres restriction?  No  If yes, please 
describe. N/A 
 
Does the project require the use of property funded with federal Land and Water Conservation Funding? 
No   If yes, please describe. N/A 
 
Does the project include activities that are under the jurisdiction of the Watershed Property Review 
Board?  No  If yes, please describe. N/A 

 
Telephone Number:(609) 292-3600 
 
 
3 USGS maps may be purchased from NJDEP, Maps and Publications, P.O. Box 420, Trenton 08625-0420; (609) 777-1038 

 
4 NJGIS information  
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Has the Watershed Property Review Board made a jurisdictional determination for the project site? N/A 
 
 
 
Office of Leases & Concessions: 609-633-7860 
 
Is the temporary use of DEP lands administered by the Divisions of Parks & Forestry and/or Fish & 
Wildlife required for pre-construction, construction and/or post construction activities?  No 
If yes, please describe. N/A 
 
Division of Parks and Forestry: State Forestry Services (609) 292-2520 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/forest 
 
Forest clearing activities/No Net Loss Reforestation Act   
Will construction of the project result in the clearing of ½ acres or more of forested lands owned or 
maintained by a State entity? N/A 
If so, how many acres? N/A 
 
State Historic Preservation Office – SHPO (609) 984-0176 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/hpo/ 
 
Is the site a Historic Site or district on or eligible for the State or National registry? No 
Will there be impacts to buildings over 50 years old? No 
Are there known or mapped archeological resources on the site? No 
 
Division of Fish and Wildlife (609) 292-2965 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw 
 
Will there be any shut off or drawdown of a pond or a stream? No 
 
Threatened and Endangered Species Program 
Are there records of any Threatened and Endangered species, plant, or animal in this project area? No, 
per NJDEP GIS Landscape Data   
 
Will the proposed development affect any areas identified as habitat for Threatened or Endangered 
Species?  No, per NJDEP GIS Landscape Data   
 
 
DIVISON OF LAND RESOURCE PROTECTION  (609) 777-0454 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/landuse 
 
Does the project involve development at or near, or impacts to the following; describe the type and extent 
of development in regard to location and impacts to regulated features: 
 
Water courses (streams) Yes 
 
State Open Waters? Yes 
 
Freshwater Wetlands and/or freshwater wetland transition areas?  Yes 
 
Flood Hazard areas and/or riparian buffers FHA undetermined, Riparian Zone - Yes 
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Waterfront development areas N/A 
 
Tidally Flowed Areas No 
 
Bureau of Tidelands Management: No  
http://www.nj.gov/dep/landuse/tl main.html 
 
The CAFRA Planning Area? No  
https://www.nj.gov/dep/gis/geowebsplash.htm 
 
 
SITE REMEDIATION & WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (609) 292-1250 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/ 
 
Site Remediation (609) 292-1251 
 
Is the project located on or adjacent to a known or suspected contaminated site? No 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/kcsnj/ 
 
Is the project within a designated Brownfield Development Area? No 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/brownfields/bda/index.html 
 
Has a No Further Action Letter or Response Action Outcome been issued for the entire project area? No 
 
Were any engineering or institutional controls implemented as part of a remedial action for discharges at 
the site?  What is the status as to compliance with the biennial certification requirements and a remedial 
action permit, if applicable?  N/A 
 
What is the current status of the remediation for other areas of concern for which a No Further Action 
Letter or a Response Action Outcome has not been issued? (Please include remedial phase, media 
affected, contaminant(s) of concern and whether the contamination is on or offsite.) N/A 
 
Name of current SRP Case Manager or Licensed Site Remediation Professional and Preferred 
Identification (PI) Number N/A 
 
Is the applicant a responsible party for discharges at the site? N/A 
 
Upon taking title to the site, would the applicant become either a responsible party for contamination at 
the site or a person responsible for conducting the remediation? N/A 
 
Has the remedial status of this site triggered Direct Oversight pursuant to N.J.S.A. 58:10C-27 and 
N.J.A.C. 7:26C-14, and if so, has the applicant complied or how does the applicant intend to comply? 
N/A 
 
Solid and Hazardous Waste Management (609) 633-1418 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/ 
 
Does the project receive, utilize, or transport solid or hazardous wastes? No 
 
Will the project involve the disposing of hazardous Substances per 40 CFR part 261 and NJAC 7:26?  No 
 
Will the project include operation of a solid waste facility according to N.J.A.C. 7:26-1-et seq.? No 
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Is the project a solid waste facility or recycling center? No 
 
Is the project included in the appropriate county Solid Waste Management Plan? No   Explain  N/A 
 
Is the project located on a landfill that will be redeveloped for human occupancy?   N/A If yes, is there an 
approved Landfill Closure Plan? N/A 
 
 
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (609) 292-4543 
 
DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY (609) 292-4396 
 
Surface Water Permitting (609) 292-4860 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/swp.htm 
 
Will this wastewater facility discharge to Surface Water?  No    
If yes, state the name of the proposed receiving stream   N/A 
 
Describe the proposed discharge of wastewater to Surface Water N/A 
 
If no, how is the wastewater proposed to be discharged (e.g., to be conveyed to another STP, Publicly 
Owned Treatment Works, etc. N/A  
 
Non-Point Pollution Control (609) 633-7021 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/bnpc home.htm 
 
The Bureau of Non-Point Pollution Control (BNPC) is responsible for protecting and preserving the 
state’s groundwater resources through the issuance of NJPDES Discharge to 
Groundwater Permits and is responsible for permitting industrial facilities and municipalities under 
NJPDES for discharges of stormwater to waters of the State. This Program does not issue NJPDES-DGW 
permits for remediation operations. 
 
Groundwater Discharge  
 
1. Will the project/facility have a sanitary wastewater design flow 
which discharges to groundwater in excess of 2,000 gallons per 
day? No 
2. Will the project/facility generate a discharge to groundwater of 
industrial wastewater in any quantity? No 
3. Will the project/facility involve the discharge to groundwater by 
any of the following activities or structures, or include as part of 
the design any of these activities or structures? No 
 
Please indicate which: 
Upland CDF (Dredge Spoils) Spray Irrigation No 
Overland Flow Subsurface Disposal System (UIC)  No 
Landfill Infiltration/Percolation Lagoon No 
Surface Impoundment No 
 
Please specify the source of wastewater for every structure identified above (e.g., sanitary 
wastewater to a subsurface disposal system or non-contact cooling water to a dry well): N/A 
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Please specify lining materials for each lined structure identified as being used by the 
proposed project and give its permeability in cm/sec (e.g., 8-inch thick concrete lined 
evaporation pond at 10-7 cm/sec):  N/A 
 
Does your project/facility include an individual subsurface sewage 
disposal system design for a facility with a design flow less than 2,000 
gallons per day which does not strictly conform to the State’s 
standards?   No 
 
Does your project involve 50 or more realty improvements?   No 
 
Stormwater Program (609) 633-7021 
http://www.njstormwater.org/ 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/ispp_home.html 
 
Will your site activity disturb more than one acre?  Yes 
 
Will any industrial activity be conducted at the site where material is exposed to the rain or other 
elements?  No 
 
Does your facility have an existing NJPDES permit for discharge of stormwater to surface groundwater? 
No  
 
Is your facility assigned one of the following Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Codes? 237130 
proposed NAICS 
(To determine your SIC Code, see the box “Industry Code” on your New Jersey Department 
of Labor Quarterly Contribution Report.  
 
Pretreatment and Residuals program (609) 984- 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/bpr.htm 
 
Will the project involve the discharge of industrial/commercial wastewater to a publicly owned treatment 
works (POTW)?    No 
If yes, name of POTW:   N/A 
Volume of wastewater (gpd):   N/A 
 
Will/does this project involve the generation, processing, storage, transfer and/or distribution of industrial 
or domestic residuals (including sewage sludge, potable water treatment residuals and food processing by-
products) generated as a result of wastewater treatment. No   If so, please explain. N/A   
 
DIVISION OF WATER SUPPLY & GEOSCIENCE (609) 292-7219 
 
Safe Drinking Water Program (609) 292-2957 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/ 
 
Is the project located within an existing water purveyor service area? If yes, which one?   No 
 
Does the purveyor have adequate firm capacity and allocation to support project demand? See 
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/pws.html for details of the water system capacity.  N/A 
 
Do water pipes currently extend to the project location?   No 
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If not, is it located within a franchise area? N/A 
 
Does the project have an approved Safe Drinking Water main extension permit? No  If so, what is the 
permit number?  N/A  
 
Does the water purveyor hold a Safe Drinking Water Main Master Permit?  N/A 
 
Will the project affect any land or water controlled by a Water Supply Authority or water purveyor in 
New Jersey? If so, please identify and explain.   N/A 
 
Water Allocation Program (609) 984-6831  
http://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply 
 
Is the project seeking a new ground water allocation or modification?  If yes, does the project have all 
necessary well location and safe drinking water permits?   No 
 
Is the project located within an area of critical water supply concern?  No 
 
Will this project have the capability to divert more than 100,000 gallons per day from a single source or a 
combination of surface or groundwater sources?   No 
 
Will this project draw more than 100,000 gallons per day of ground or surface water for construction or 
operation?    No 
 
New Jersey Geological and Water Survey (609) 984-6587 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/njgs/  
 
Will the project involve the following;  

development of a new water supply source?   No 
require aquifer testing?  No 
involve an existing or abandoned mine?  No 
involve geothermal or offshore energy?  No 
involve subsurface sequestration in geological formations? No 

  acid soils at the project site?  No 
  geologic hazards of concern at the project site? No 
  within a karst area?  No 

adversely affect groundwater recharge?  No 
cross any steep slopes? No 

 
DIVISION OF WATER MONITORING AND STANDARDS (609) 292-1623 
 
Bureau of Environmental Analysis, Restoration and Standards (609) 633-1441 
Water Quality Management Planning Program 
 
Based on the information provided under the Division of Water Quality section: 
1. Does the project involve a new, expanded or relocated wastewater treatment facility not identified in 

the applicable Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan?   No   
2. For projects conveying wastewater to an on-site or off-site wastewater treatment facility or treatment 

works, is any portion of the project site located outside the sewer service area?   No   
3. For projects located within an assigned sewer service area, will any wastewater flow generated from 

the project site be conveyed to a facility other than the assigned facility? No; N/A   
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*If the answer to any of the questions above is yes, the project is inconsistent with the applicable WQM 
Plan and a WQM Plan amendment may be required before any DEP permits can be issued.* 
 
 
AIR QUALITY, ENERGY & SUSTAINABILITY (609) 984-1484 
 
DIVISION OF AIR QUALITY (609) 633-2829 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/daq/ 
 
 
Will activity at the site release substances into the air? No 
 
Does the project require Air Preconstruction permits per N.J.A.C. 7.27-8.2(c)?   No 
 
Will your project require Air Operating permits (N.J.A.C. 7:27--22.1)? No 
 
Will the project result in a significant increase in emissions of any air contaminant for which the area is 
nonattainment with the national ambient air quality standards (all of NJ for VOC and NOx; 13 counties 
for fine particulates), thereby triggering the Emission Offset Rule at NJAC7:27-18?   No 
 
Will the project emit hazardous air pollutants and/or toxic substances above reporting thresholds listed in 
NJAC7:27-17? 
No 
Will the project result in stationary diesel engines (such as generators or pumps) or mobile diesel engines 
(such as bulldozers and forklifts) operating on the site?  If so, which? 
Bulldozer; during construction only 
 
Will the project have potential for off-site odors and/or dust impact?   No 
 
Air Quality Planning (609) 292-6722 
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/baqp/ 
 
All counties in New Jersey are in nonattainment for the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(USEPA’s) 2008 and 2015 ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).   Thirteen counties 
(Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Somerset and Union) in New 
Jersey are in maintenance for the USEPA’s 2006 fine particulate matter (PM2.5) NAAQS.  The USEPA 
promulgated the federal General Conformity regulation (40 CFR 93, Subpart B), which was established 
under the Clean Air Act (Section 176 (c)(4)), to ensure that actions taken by federal agencies do not 
interfere with a state’s plans to attainment/maintain the NAAQS.  If you answer “yes” to any of the 
questions below, the project (or a portion of the project) may require a General Conformity Applicability 
Analysis and possibly a General Conformity Determination.   For more information, please see the 
USEPA’s General Conformity website at:  https://www.epa.gov/general-conformity 
 
Is there a “lead” federal agency for this project?   No 
Does this project receive federal support or financial assistance?   No 
Does this project require a federal approval, license or permit?  No 
 
DIVISION OF CLIMATE, CLEAN ENERGY & RADIATION PROTECTION (609) 633-7964 
 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dess/index.html  
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Renewable Energy 
Is a renewable energy technology included in this project? ?Yes 
 
Is it a solar PV project?  Yes 
If yes, what type?  

 Behind the meter/Net metered  N/A 
 Grid supplied N/A 
 Grid supplied- Subsection t (On a landfill, brownfield or area of historic fill) No  
 Community Solar ?  Yes 

 
Is it a wind project?  No 
If yes, what type? Onshore? N/A   Offshore? N/A 
 
Innovative Technology 
Is an environmental and energy innovative technology included in this project? Yes      
-If yes, please provide a brief description_ Solar array field installation  
 
Green Design 
Have you incorporated green design features into this project? Examples of green design features may 
include: renewable energy, water conservation and use of low impact design for stormwater.   Solar 
 
Will this project be certified by any green building rating systems such as:  

 US Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)? 
Undetermined 

 ASHRAE Standard 189.1? N/A 
 National Green Building Standard ICC 700-2008? N/A 
 USEPA’s ENERGY STAR? Undetermined 
 International Living Future Institute-Zero Energy Certification? N/A 
 International Green Construction Code (IgCC)?   N/A 

 
Radiation Protection Program (609) 984-5400 
www.state.nj.us/dep/rpp/ 

 
Will the operation receive, store or dispose of radioactive materials? No 
 
Will the operation employ any type of x-ray equipment? No 
 
 
CLIMATE & FLOOD RESILIENCE PROGRAM (609) 292-9236 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/cfr/ 
 
Climate Resilience Planning 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/bcrp/ 
Has climate resilience been considered in the design of this project?  N/A 
 
Coastal Engineering 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/shoreprotection 
Is the project at the same location or adjacent to a beach nourishment or shore protection project? No 
 
Dam Safety Program (609) 984-0859 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/damsafety 
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Will the project involve construction, repair, or removal of a dam?   No 
If so, please describe N/A 
 
 
COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT (609) 777-0122 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/  
 
Does the applicant have outstanding DEP enforcement violations, and if so, what is the status? None 
If yes, please identify the case, case manager, program, and phone number. N/A 
 
Does the proposed project facilitate compliance where there is a current violation or ACO?  N/A 
 
Discharge Prevention Program (DPCC) (609) 633-0610 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/dpp.html 
 
Is this a facility as defined in N.J.A.C. 7:1E in which more than 20,000 gallons of Hazardous substances 
other than petroleum or greater than 200,000 gallons of petroleum are stored? No 
 
Toxic Catastrophe Prevention Act (TCPA) (609) 633-0610 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/tcpa.html  
 
Is this a facility that handles or stores greater than a threshold amount of extraordinarily hazardous 
substances as defined in N.J.A.C. 7:31?   No 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (609)292-2908 
 
The Department is committed to the principles of meaningful and early community engagement in the 
project’s approval process. The Department has representatives available to discuss community 
engagement issues with you and we encourage this communication to take place at the earliest possible 
time.    To Be Determined 
 

(a) What community groups and stakeholders have you identified that may be interested in or 
impacted by this project?  

 
(b) How have you or will you engage community and stakeholders in this project?   

 
(c) What are the potential impacts of this project on the community?  

 
(d) What are the community concerns or potential concerns about this project?   

 
(e) How do you intend to address these concerns? 

 
(f) As part of this project, do you plan to perform any environmental improvements in this 

community? If yes, describe.   
 
Please provide the Department with an additional narrative description function and its local/regional 
environmental, social, and economic benefits and impacts. Also, what sensitive receptors are present and 
how might they be affected by this project?  
 
ADDITIONAL AGENCY REVIEW 
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Is the project subject to:  
 
Highlands Regional Master Plan – Planning or Preservation Area?   No 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/highlands/highlands map.pdf 
 
Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan?   No 
http://www.state.nj.us/pinelands/cmp/ 
 
D&R Canal Commission Standards    Yes, located within review Zone B 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/drcc/regulatory-program/maps/ 
 
Delaware River Basin Commission    No, not anticipated at this time  
http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/ 
 
New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority? No 
https://www.njsea.com/  
 
US Army Corp of Engineers review?  No 
https://www.usace.army.mil/ 
 
Other State or Federal Agencies? If so, please specify    No, not anticipated at this time 
 
 
 
 
========================================================================== 
 
 
 
Permit Readiness Checklist Submitted By: 
 
______________________________________________             ________________________________ 
SIGNATURE                                                                                   DATE 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
PRINT NAME 
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Exhibit A – Project Contacts 

 

MICHAEL KENNEDY 
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
CITIZENS ENERGY CORPORATION 
88 Black Falcon Avenue, Suite 342 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210 
O: 617.951.0439 
mkennedy@citizensenergy.com   
 
 

MAXWELL PETERS, PE 
PROJECT MANAGER 
T&M ASSOCIATES 
200 Century Parkway 
Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054 
O:856.722.6700 x 3845 
APeters@tandmassociates.com   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exhibit B – Existing Property Owner Information (Section C.2 on checklist) 

RICHARD VENINO 

KINGWOOD‐FRANKLIN LLC AND TRDPD CORP 

8000 Kennedy Blvd. 

North Bergen, NJ, 07047 

O: 201.906.6213 

rpvenino@gmail.com 

 

Exhibit C – Anticipated NJDEP Permits (Section C.2 on checklist) 

The following NJDEP permits are required or anticipated for the proposed solar array field: 

1. Freshwater/ Wetlands General Permit #2 Underground Utilities; General Permit #7 Human‐

made ditches  

2. Freshwater Wetland Transition Area Waiver – Averaging 

3. Flood Hazard Area Verification 

4. NJPDES ‐ Stormwater Construction General Permit (5G3) ‐ Request for Authorization (RFA) 
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The following are additional permits that pertain to the proposed improvements: 

1. Franklin Township Planning Board 

2. Kingwood Township Planning Board 

3. Hunterdon County Planning Board 

4. Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District 

5. Delaware Raritan Canal Commission Review – Zone B 

 

Exhibit C – Project Description 

Project Description (Item C.3 on checklist): 

The  proposed  project  is  the  installation  of  a  solar  array  project  in  Franklin  and  Kingwood  Township, 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey.  The existing is known as: 

 

 716 Pittstown Road, Block 48, Lot 8, Franklin Township 

 828 State Highway 12, Block 15, Lot 8, Kingwood Township 

 

The proposed owner of the subject site will be Citizen Energy Corporation (Citizen).  The site is located 

north of State Highway 12 at the intersection with Pittstown Road.   The property covers 65.4 acres.  The 

site includes agricultural uses. There are no improved structures at the site.  

 

A LOI currently exists for the site as NJDEP File No. 1000‐04‐0001.2 FWW160001 and was approved on 

October 17, 2016 and valid through October 16, 2021.  Much of the site is uplands but does contain several 

human‐made  ditches  and  swales.    The  site  is  located  within  Watershed  Management  Area  Central 

Delaware (Area #11).  Sub‐watersheds include Lockatong Creek ‐ above Route 12 and Milltown to Route 

12, and Wickecheoke Creek – above Locktown.    

 

See Figures 1, 2, and 3, attached, for the site location and additional information. 
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Guidance Requested from the Department (Item C.3 on checklist): 

Since the proposed project is the installation of the solar array field, it is anticipated that the project will 

primarily require New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), Division of Land Resource 

Protection (DLRP) permits, as referenced above.  The project will also require the review by the Delaware 

Raritan Canal Commission as the site is located within Review Zone B.   While these permit requirements 

are anticipated, the Applicant is requesting general guidance on Department policies and confirmation on 

whether additional permits or approvals may be required from other Divisions or Bureaus of the NJDEP.  

Information obtained from the Permit Coordination Meeting will be used to prepare the required permit 

applications to the appropriate program offices.  Citizens intends to contact those program offices and/or 

attend individual pre‐application meetings, as necessary, at which the project may be discussed further.     

 

Local or Regional Governments or Entities (Item C.3.(j) on checklist): 

The following is a list of any local or regional governments or entities, their historical involvement in this 

project.  

 

At this time, local or regional government or entities have not been involved with this project. 

   

    
 
 
 
 
 
   

 











Design and Engineering 90,000$                 

Major Equipment 2,974,388$           

Equipment Install 666,343$               

Electrical BOS and Labor 1,825,150$           

Civil and Fence 656,424$               

General Conditions and Overhead 558,151$               




















