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Dear Commissioner Solomon:

This letter is in response to Atlantic City Electric Company’s ("Atlantic") letter dated
May 10, 2018, proposing an unnecessarily expedited schedule in connection with the above
referenced matter. In its May 10th letter, Atlantic claimed that proposing a schedule with Rate
Counsel and intervenor Direct Testimony due August 13 with evidentiary hearings starting in
October of 2018 is in the "public interest." However, as fully explained in Rate Counsel’s April
20th and May 8th letters, nothing could be further from the truth. Truncating the schedule as
proposed by Atlantic will only serve to limit Rate Counsel’s and Staff’s ability to fully vet the
first case filed under the new infrastructure regulation and deny ratepayers due process. It is
important to remember that the primary relief sought by Atlantic in this petition is to move a
large portion of its normal capital spending from being paid through rates to being paid through a
clause. Thus, there is no harm or prejudice to Atlantic that will result if a more reasonable
schedule is permitted. Atlantic remains free and, indeed, obligated to undertake whatever
infrastructure projects it needs to in order to provide reliable service.

Rate Counsel’s most recent proposal was based on the schedule proposed in Legal
Specialist Andrea Hart’s e-mail dated May 7th with minor changes that moved the hearing by
two weeks from the end of November to the second week of December 2018. The schedule
represents a compromise by Rate Counsel from its original proposed schedule that proposed
hearings scheduled in January 2019. It was made to accommodate the interests of Atlantic and
take into account the availability of the witnesses due to other cases that will be processed by the
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Board in the next few months. Rate Counsel maintains that setting a schedule that cannot be met
will only serve to delay this matter, as the Board will only have to adjust deadlines later to ensure
that it has an adequate record before it. Moving out the date a mere two weeks will ensure a
more reasonable and orderly process in this case that will allow all parties to meet their
obligations.

intervenors. Atlantic shockingly argues that since some intervention motions have already been
filed, "it is clear that notice has been widely disseminated and additional time is not required."
There is no reading of the iaw that would make setting a deadline for intervention motions for a
time that has already passed consistent with the requirements of fair notice and due process.

Finally, Atlantic’s May 10 proposed schedule can only be viewed as mean spirited in that
it sets deadlines that interfere with important holidays where Rate Counsel’s staff as well as
consultants may not be available. As proposed by the Company, Rate Counsel and Intervenor
responses to discovery will be due on Rosh Hashanah (September 10) and Initial Post-Hearing
Briefs wii1 be due the Friday after Thanksgiving (November 23). Traditionally, the parties to
matters before the Board have demonstrated collegiality in establishing litigation schedules.
Rate Counsel certainly hopes Atlantic’s proposal does not signal an end to that tradition.

As stated in Rate Counsel’s prior two letters to Your Honor, in light of the heavy case
load that both Staff and Rate Counsel face in coming months, a two week extension from Staff’s
proposed schedule is reasonable. There is no prejudice whatsoever to the Company and no
statutory deadline that must be met. Rather than establish a schedule that is not reaIistic and will
likely have to be adjusted at a later date, Rate Counsel respectfully requests that its compromise
schedule be permitted.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfutiy submitted,

Stefanie A. Brand, Esq.
Director, Division of Rate Counsel
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