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     January 11, 2021 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Honorable Aida Camacho-Welch, Secretary 
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
P.O. Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 
 
RE: IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS 

COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS AND 
THE ASSOCIATED COST RECOVERY MECHANISM PURSUANT TO THE 
CLEAN ENERGY ACT, N.J.S.A. 48:3-87.8 et seq. and 48:3-98.1 et seq. 
BPU DOCKET NO. GO20090622 

 
Dear Secretary Camacho-Welch, 
 

On behalf of New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “the Company”), 
attached please find the following documents in reference to the telephonic Public 
Hearings in the above-captioned matter. 
 

• Notice of Public Hearings 
• Notice of Public Hearings to County and Municipal Clerks 
• Affidavits and Proof of Publication of the Notice of Public Hearings 

in Asbury Park Press and Daily Record newspapers 
 

In accordance with the Order issued by the Board in connection with I/M/O the  
New Jersey  Board  of Public Utilities’  Response  to  the  COVID-19  Pandemic  for a  
Temporary  Waiver  of  Requirements  for  Certain  Non-Essential  Obligations,  BPU  
Docket  No.  EO20030254, Order dated March 19, 2020, this document is being  
electronically filed.  No paper copies will follow. 
 

Please feel free to call me at 732-938-1073 if you have any questions.  
 
      Very truly yours,  
 
 
    
      Andrew K. Dembia 
  Regulatory Affairs Counsel  
 
AKD:sf 
Encl.  
c:  Service List 
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NOTICE TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS CUSTOMERS
Petition for Approval of Existing and Energy-Efficiency Programs

and the Associated Cost Recovery Mechanism
Docket No. GO20090622

NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARING
TO OUR CUSTOMERS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on September 25, 2020, New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”) filed a petition with the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities (“Board” or “BPU”) pursuant to the Board’s Order, In the Matter of the Implementation of P.L. 2018, c. 17 Regarding the Establishment of Energy
Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs, et al; Order Directing the Utilities to Establish Energy Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs
(“CEA Order”), BPU Docket Nos. QO19010040, QO19060748, and QO17091004 (June 10, 2020). In the petition, NJNG sought approval to extend and expand
the energy-efficiency programs offered through NJNG’s The SAVEGREEN Project® (“SAVEGREEN”) to meet the requirement of the Clean Energy Act, and
continuation of the associated cost recovery mechanism. The existing programs include discounted energy saving measures, grants, financing opportunities,
technical assistance, and other resources to encourage energy saving measures and investments in energy-efficiency improvements by NJNG’s residential,
commercial, and industrial customers, including low-income to moderate-income customers and multi-family properties. NJNG also requested that the Board
allow the Company to continue the Board-approved Energy-Efficiency (“EE”) Rider, Rider F, which has been in effect since August 1, 2009 for collection of the
costs associated with these programs. Those costs include funds for customer incentives and the associated incremental program investments and expenses.
NJNG requested that the carrying costs associated with these programs be allowed. The Company proposed to offer these programs for a period of three
years from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2024.
The total cost of the proposed SAVEGREEN Program is $264.0 million, which is comprised of $127.3 million of direct investment, $113.3 million of On-Bill
Repayment Program and loans, and $23.4 million of operation and maintenance expenses over the proposed three-year program. NJNG requested that the
Board allow the Company to recover the costs of the SAVEGREEN program, including a return on and return of the investments associated with the program. It
is estimated that NJNG would recover a total of approximately $228.2 million from ratepayers from 2021 through 2036. In this petition, NJNG has requested
a contemporaneous change to the EE Rider F rate. The Company requested that the Board approve the implementation of an increase to the after-tax rate of
$0.0214 per therm effective July 1, 2021. As compared to the current EE Rider F after-tax rate of $0.0171 per therm, the Company’s proposal would result in
an overall increase of $21.40 or 1.9 percent on a 1,000-therm annual residential bill. The annual rate impact of the program for a typical residential heating
customer using 1,000 therms of natural gas per year is expected to average $22.35 per year or 1.9 percent over the 2021–2036 period, and is expected to
peak at $41.60 in October 2023. The estimated rate impacts to customers for 2021 through 2025 are set forth in the following chart:

NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY
RATE IMPACT

July 2021 Oct 2022 Oct 2023 Oct 2024 Oct 2025
Typical Annual Bill Impacts
Residential Non-Heat (200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $4.28 $6.22 $8.32 $7.38 $7.10
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.4% 2.0% 2.6% 2.3% 2.3%
Residential Heat (1,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $21.40 $31.10 $41.60 $36.90 $35.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.9% 2.7% 3.6% 3.2% 3.1%
General Service Small (1,200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $25.68 $37.32 $49.92 $44.28 $42.60
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.6% 2.3% 3.1% 2.8% 2.7%
General Service Large (15,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $321.00 $466.50 $624.00 $553.50 $532.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.4%
The proposed EE recovery charge mechanism would operate and be applied in a manner consistent with existing components and processes of the EE Rider
applicable to all jurisdictional throughput volumes. Individual customers participating in the SAVEGREEN programs are expected to achieve annual savings
on their energy bills.
Pursuant to the EE Rider, NJNG shall submit annual filings for changes to the EE rate. Additionally, the Board has the statutory authority to establish the EE
rate at a level it finds just and reasonable pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-21. Therefore, the Board may establish the EE charge at a level other than that proposed
by NJNG which would have an impact on a customer’s bill.
PLEASE TAKE ADDITIONAL NOTICE that, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a telephonic public hearing will be conducted on the following date and times so
that members of the public may present their views on the Company’s filing. Information provided at the public hearings will become part of the record of this
case and will be considered by the Board in making its decision.
Date: January 13, 2021
Public Hearing 1: 4:30pm
Public Hearing 2: 5:30pm
Dial In: 1-888-619-1583
Access Code: 819208
If you elect to attend or participate in the telephonic public hearing, please dial the “Dial In” number above. When prompted, enter the “Access Code” listed
above.
Copies of NJNG’s September 25, 2020 filing can be reviewed on the Company’s website, www.njng.com/regulatory in the “Filings & Updates” subsection of
the “Regulatory Info” section listed.
Representatives of the Board’s Staff and Rate Counsel will participate in the telephonic public hearing. Members of the public are invited to participate
by utilizing the Virtual Access Code information set forth above and may express their views on this filing. Such comments will be made part of the final
record of the proceeding to be considered by the Board. The Board will also accept email/written comments. Members of the public may file comments with
the Secretary of the Board in pdf or Word format via email to board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov; or through the Board’s External Access Portal after obtaining a
MyNewJersey Portal ID. Once an account is established you will need an authorization code which can be obtained upon request by emailing the Board’s
IT Helpdesk at ITHELPDESK@bpu.nj.gov. Detailed instructions for e-Filing can be found on the Board’s homepage at https://www.nj.gov/bpu/agenda/efiling.
Written comments may also be submitted to the Board Secretary, Aida Camacho, at the Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor, P.O. Box
350, Trenton, NJ 08625-0350. All comments should include the name of the petition and the docket number.While all comments are given equal consideration
and will be made part of the final record of the proceeding, the recommended methods for the submission of comments are via email or the portal to ensure
timely receipt while the Board continues to work remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hearings will continue, if necessary, on such additional dates and at such locations as the Board may designate, to ensure that all interested persons are heard.

New Jersey Natural Gas Company
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
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December 22, 2020 

Via Electronic Mail 

To:   The Office of the County Clerk, Municipal Clerk and County Administrator 

Re: IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS 
COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF EXISTING AND ENERG-EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAMS AND THE ASSOCIATED COST RECOVERY MECHANISM 
PURSUANT TO THE CLEAN ENERGY ACT, N.J.S.A. 48:3-87.8 et seq. and 
48:3-98.1 et seq. 
BPU DOCKET NO. GO20090622 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-32.6, New Jersey Natural Gas Company hereby serves upon 
you the attached Notice of Public Hearings in the above referenced matter.  The 
subject telephonic hearings are scheduled for January 13, 2021, at 4:30 and 5:30 P.M. 
with the following Dial-In instructions.  

Dial In: 1-888-619-1583 
Access Code: 819208 

Very truly yours, 

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq. 
Regulatory Affairs Counsel 

AKD: sf 

Attachment 
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The BOROUGH OF
MATAWAN announces the
sale of 2020 delinquent
taxes through an on-line
auction on December

29, 2020 – 9:00 am. For
a listing of all parcels,

delinquencies and costs,
along with bidding

instructions, please visit
https://matawan.newjerseytaxsale.com
**information can be viewed free of charge**

AP-GCI0556858-01

NOTICE TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS CUSTOMERS
Petition for Approval of Existing and Energy-Efficiency Programs

and the Associated Cost Recovery Mechanism
Docket No. GO20090622

NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARING
TO OUR CUSTOMERS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on September 25, 2020, New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”) filed a petition with the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities (“Board” or “BPU”) pursuant to the Board’s Order, In the Matter of the Implementation of P.L. 2018, c. 17 Regarding the Establishment of Energy
Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs, et al; Order Directing the Utilities to Establish Energy Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs
(“CEA Order”), BPU Docket Nos. QO19010040, QO19060748, and QO17091004 (June 10, 2020). In the petition, NJNG sought approval to extend and expand
the energy-efficiency programs offered through NJNG’s The SAVEGREEN Project® (“SAVEGREEN”) to meet the requirement of the Clean Energy Act, and
continuation of the associated cost recovery mechanism. The existing programs include discounted energy saving measures, grants, financing opportunities,
technical assistance, and other resources to encourage energy saving measures and investments in energy-efficiency improvements by NJNG’s residential,
commercial, and industrial customers, including low-income to moderate-income customers and multi-family properties. NJNG also requested that the Board
allow the Company to continue the Board-approved Energy-Efficiency (“EE”) Rider, Rider F, which has been in effect since August 1, 2009 for collection of the
costs associated with these programs. Those costs include funds for customer incentives and the associated incremental program investments and expenses.
NJNG requested that the carrying costs associated with these programs be allowed. The Company proposed to offer these programs for a period of three
years from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2024.
The total cost of the proposed SAVEGREEN Program is $264.0 million, which is comprised of $127.3 million of direct investment, $113.3 million of On-Bill
Repayment Program and loans, and $23.4 million of operation and maintenance expenses over the proposed three-year program. NJNG requested that the
Board allow the Company to recover the costs of the SAVEGREEN program, including a return on and return of the investments associated with the program. It
is estimated that NJNG would recover a total of approximately $228.2 million from ratepayers from 2021 through 2036. In this petition, NJNG has requested
a contemporaneous change to the EE Rider F rate. The Company requested that the Board approve the implementation of an increase to the after-tax rate of
$0.0214 per therm effective July 1, 2021. As compared to the current EE Rider F after-tax rate of $0.0171 per therm, the Company’s proposal would result in
an overall increase of $21.40 or 1.9 percent on a 1,000-therm annual residential bill. The annual rate impact of the program for a typical residential heating
customer using 1,000 therms of natural gas per year is expected to average $22.35 per year or 1.9 percent over the 2021–2036 period, and is expected to
peak at $41.60 in October 2023. The estimated rate impacts to customers for 2021 through 2025 are set forth in the following chart:

NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY
RATE IMPACT

July 2021 Oct 2022 Oct 2023 Oct 2024 Oct 2025
Typical Annual Bill Impacts
Residential Non-Heat (200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $4.28 $6.22 $8.32 $7.38 $7.10
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.4% 2.0% 2.6% 2.3% 2.3%
Residential Heat (1,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $21.40 $31.10 $41.60 $36.90 $35.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.9% 2.7% 3.6% 3.2% 3.1%
General Service Small (1,200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $25.68 $37.32 $49.92 $44.28 $42.60
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.6% 2.3% 3.1% 2.8% 2.7%
General Service Large (15,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $321.00 $466.50 $624.00 $553.50 $532.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.4%
The proposed EE recovery charge mechanism would operate and be applied in a manner consistent with existing components and processes of the EE Rider
applicable to all jurisdictional throughput volumes. Individual customers participating in the SAVEGREEN programs are expected to achieve annual savings
on their energy bills.
Pursuant to the EE Rider, NJNG shall submit annual filings for changes to the EE rate. Additionally, the Board has the statutory authority to establish the EE
rate at a level it finds just and reasonable pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-21. Therefore, the Board may establish the EE charge at a level other than that proposed
by NJNG which would have an impact on a customer’s bill.
PLEASE TAKE ADDITIONAL NOTICE that, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a telephonic public hearing will be conducted on the following date and times so
that members of the public may present their views on the Company’s filing. Information provided at the public hearings will become part of the record of this
case and will be considered by the Board in making its decision.
Date: January 13, 2021
Public Hearing 1: 4:30pm
Public Hearing 2: 5:30pm
Dial In: 1-888-619-1583
Access Code: 819208
If you elect to attend or participate in the telephonic public hearing, please dial the “Dial In” number above. When prompted, enter the “Access Code” listed
above.
Copies of NJNG’s September 25, 2020 filing can be reviewed on the Company’s website, www.njng.com/regulatory in the “Filings & Updates” subsection of
the “Regulatory Info” section listed.
Representatives of the Board’s Staff and Rate Counsel will participate in the telephonic public hearing. Members of the public are invited to participate
by utilizing the Virtual Access Code information set forth above and may express their views on this filing. Such comments will be made part of the final
record of the proceeding to be considered by the Board. The Board will also accept email/written comments. Members of the public may file comments with
the Secretary of the Board in pdf or Word format via email to board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov; or through the Board’s External Access Portal after obtaining a
MyNewJersey Portal ID. Once an account is established you will need an authorization code which can be obtained upon request by emailing the Board’s
IT Helpdesk at ITHELPDESK@bpu.nj.gov. Detailed instructions for e-Filing can be found on the Board’s homepage at https://www.nj.gov/bpu/agenda/efiling.
Written comments may also be submitted to the Board Secretary, Aida Camacho, at the Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor, P.O. Box
350, Trenton, NJ 08625-0350. All comments should include the name of the petition and the docket number.While all comments are given equal consideration
and will be made part of the final record of the proceeding, the recommended methods for the submission of comments are via email or the portal to ensure
timely receipt while the Board continues to work remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hearings will continue, if necessary, on such additional dates and at such locations as the Board may designate, to ensure that all interested persons are heard.

New Jersey Natural Gas Company
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.

kind of fury, however.
Even though the Attor-

ney General’s Offi�ce has
been working on the over-
haul for about a year, Gre-
wal said the George Floyd
killing in May hastened
the work.

“We understood that
we’re in the midst of a na-
tional reckoning on the is-
sue of race, and a lot of the
issues, protests and de-
mands center on law en-
forcement,” Grewal said.
“These killings have high-
lighted a distrust ... and
we felt that we needed to
move up the work that we
were doing.”

The standards formally
take eff�ect in a year, on
Dec. 31, 2021, Grewal said.
But their infl�uence will be
felt far sooner: All New
Jersey police offi�cers will
have to attend a two-day
course on the changes by
the end of next year.

The attorney general
doesn’t expect the brief
training block to burn the
policy into offi�cers’ brains
overnight. But he expects
the data collected by the
state’s recently an-
nounced use-of-force por-
tal — an internet program
departments use to report
every detail of every inci-
dent — to help local, coun-
ty and state law enforce-
ment offi�cials review, re-
train and discipline offi�-
cers if necessary.

“We’re going to make
sure we get it right through
the monitoring piece,”
Grewal said, adding that a
version of the portal will
be open for public review
in early 2021.

The new policy re-
quires that offi�cers give
clear warning if they in-
tend to use force on a re-
sisting suspect, and then
use only the appropriate
amount as dictated by the
circumstances, Grewal
said. Deadly force must be
viewed as an “absolute
last resort” used to end an
immediate threat of death
or serious injury, the guid-
ance says. And offi�cers
will not be able to draw
and point their guns un-
less they have a reason-
able belief that deadly
force may be necessary.

They’ll also have to report
it as a “show of force,” Gre-
wal’s offi�ce said. 

“After hosting dozens
of listening sessions and
reviewing hundreds of
public comments, we re-
vised the use-of-force pol-
icy to refl�ect the needs and
concerns of the people we
serve,” said Thomas Eich-
er, director of the state’s
Offi�ce of Public Integrity
and Accountability. “But
it’s not enough to simply
issue a progressive new
policy. We are committed
to retraining every offi�cer
in the state and ensuring
that they incorporate this
model into their work.”

The Rev. Dr. Charles F.
Boyer, founder of Salva-
tion and Social Justice, a
faith-based advocacy
group, said he viewed the
new policy “as a necessary
fi�rst step toward account-
ability.” The guidelines,
which Grewal said were
built with both communi-
ty and law enforcement
input, also establish a fi�rm
“duty to intervene” that
requires all offi�cers, re-
gardless of rank, to step in
if they see another offi�cer
using illegal or excessive
force.

And they ask police to
be careful when dealing
with emotionally dis-
turbed people. When they
can, police should bring
with them other offi�cers or
mental health experts, ne-
gotiators or workers
trained in crisis interven-
tion, the policy said. 

Cumberland County
Prosecutor Jennifer
Webb-McRae noted that
research indicates about
25% all fatal police-citizen
interactions involved
someone suff�ering a men-
tal health crisis.

The guidelines also re-
iterate that chokeholds are
banned in nearly all cir-
cumstances, and defi�nes
sitting, kneeling or stand-
ing on a person’s chest,
back or neck as deadly
force. This may be a direct
nod to the Floyd killing —
he died after a Minneapo-
lis police offi�cer knelt on
his neck for nearly nine
minutes. It also bars offi�-
cers from fi�ring at a mov-
ing vehicle in most cir-
cumstances; strictly limits
when they can pursue a
fl�eeing vehicle; loosens
rules on using Tasers and
less-than-lethal ammuni-
tion; and requires depart-
ments to conduct a thor-
ough use-of-force review
every year and send a
written report to their
county prosecutor.

The president of the
New Jersey State Police-
men’s Benevolent Associ-
ation thanked the Attor-
ney General’s Offi�ce for
taking the police union’s
suggestions into account. 

“This policy makes key
changes that will protect
our offi�cers on the job
while assuring the public
that the New Jersey police
remain the best trained in
the entire nation,” said
PBA President Pat Colli-
gan. The policies are a
“step in the right direc-
tion,” said Rich Rivera, a
police internal aff�airs ex-
pert and former West New
York police offi�cer. He
added that the data needs
to be constantly moni-
tored and the policies
can’t be shelved. 

“We also need to under-
stand more clearly the
training the offi�cers will
get,” Rivera said. “It can’t
be rolled through in an
email with all training
done virtually. Use of force
is too signifi�cant to be
done online. This needs to
be hands-on.” Jiles Ship,
president of the New Jer-
sey chapter of the Nation-
al Organization of Black
Law Enforcement Execu-
tives, called the policy
changes “very important
work.”

“We realize and under-
stand it’s critically impor-
tant to maintain the trust
of the communities we
serve,” Ship said, because
without the community’s
help, it “makes our jobs
tremendously diffi�cult.”

Staff� Writer Ashley
Balcerzak contributed to
this story.

Email: janos-
ki@northjersey.com

Twitter: @stevejanos-
ki
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The guidelines also reiterate that
chokeholds are banned in nearly
all circumstances, and defi�nes
sitting, kneeling or standing on a
person’s chest, back or neck as
deadly force. This may be a direct
nod to the Floyd killing — he died
after a Minneapolis police officer
knelt on his neck for nearly nine
minutes.

be limited to the most serious crimes, as
part of an overhaul of policies for police
use of force. 

"High-speed vehicular pursuits cre-
ate a substantial risk of injury and fatal-
ities," the new car chase policy states,
noting harm to cops, pedestrians and
other drivers on the road.

Police expert Edward Flynn, who re-
stricted police car chases when he
served as chief in Milwaukee, lauded
New Jersey's new policy. 

“Modifying the pursuit policy is in
the interest of preservation of life," he
said. "Of offi�cers, of bystanders and of
the off�enders themselves.”

The Press investigation also showed
New Jersey and Newark led the nation
for racial disparity in car chase deaths
and recommended police record the
race of suspects being chased. 

The state is in the process of updat-
ing forms cops use to report car chases,
which would include the race of the fl�ee-

ing suspect, when known, according to
Thomas J. Eicher, director of the Offi�ce
of Public Integrity and Accountability. 

The Press investigation showed in
the past decade, New Jersey police car
chases killed at least 55 people and in-
jured more than 2,500. Bystanders and
cops made up nearly half the people in-
jured. The chases rarely targeted rob-
bers or killers. When cops managed to
catch a fl�eeing suspect, they were most-
ly charged with drug possession.

Under the new rules, offi�cers will be
allowed to chase cars when they sus-
pect someone committed serious fi�rst-
degree or violent second-degree crimes.
The policy "creates a strong presump-
tion against" car chases for traffi�c vio-
lations.

The new policy adjusts a standard
that offi�cers can chase cars when they
perceive a threat to public safety — that
threat must be based on the suspect's
actions before police tried to stop their
car. Cops can't continue a chase be-
cause of the suspect's speed or evasive
driving.

Andrew Ford: @AndrewFordNews;
732-643-4281; aford3@gannettnj.com
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Limiting large holiday parties will
be crucial to New Jersey’s fi�ght against
the spread of COVID-19, Gov. Phil Mur-
phy said Monday.

He said case numbers indicate that
the majority of residents “did the right
thing” celebrating Thanksgiving but
health offi�cials saw a 20% increase in
positive cases in the fi�rst three weeks
of December. 

“This is not the year for Christmas
as usual or New Year’s Eve as usual,”
Murphy said. 

Testing data showed an average of
about 4,000 daily reported cases in the
two weeks leading up to Thanksgiving
but an average of about 4,800 in the
weeks since, Murphy said.

In the same time span, hospitaliza-
tions went up 25%, intensive care bed
usage went up 30% and ventilator us-
age went up 60%. 

“If you insist on a big gathering this
year, you’re taking a real risk that
when next Christmas comes, there will
be fewer loved ones gathered around
your tree,” Murphy said. 

The December holidays come at a
time when the country is fully en-
gulfed by the second wave of COVID
while vaccination eff�orts are still in
their infancy. 

Most traditional holiday events
were canceled this year due to the pan-
demic. Interstate travel has been
strongly discouraged. Even sitting on
Santa’s lap has been put on hold, and
most people are left with few ways to
be festive.

State Health Commissioner Judith
Persichilli encouraged residents to cel-
ebrate virtually and to avoid gather-
ings. “Don’t let the virus come into
your house for the holidays,” Persichilli
said. “It is an unwelcome guest.”

Email: zuritaa@northjersey.com
Twitter: @AnthonyRZurita

Avoid holiday gatherings
to prevent virus spike,
Murphy urges residents
Anthony Zurita NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

Outgoing Attorney General William
Barr unveiled new charges Monday
against another suspect in the 1988
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotland, that killed 270
people, the majority of them Ameri-
cans. 

Federal prosecutors accused Abu
Agila Mohammad Masud, a Libyan in-
telligence offi�cer, who is suspected of
helping to make the bomb that explod-
ed aboard the Boeing 747 while it was
fl�ying over the small Scottish town en
route from London to New York. 

The charges add a fresh chapter to
one of the world’s longest and most
sprawling terrorism investigations. In-
vestigators have pursued leads in doz-
ens of countries and interviewed thou-
sands of people in connection with the
incident.

For Barr, who is leaving offi�ce
Wednesday, the case also has been a
deeply personal one. During his initial
stint as attorney general in the George
H.W. Bush administration, Barr an-
nounced the fi�rst charges in the case
aided by Robert Mueller, then chief of
the Justice Department’s Criminal Di-
vision.

In addition to the 259 people killed
aboard the fl�ight less than an hour af-
ter takeoff�, 11 people on the ground
were killed as the plane’s wreckage
scattered for miles. 

Masud is believed to be in custody
in Libya. The U.S. was expected to seek
his extradition.

In 2001, Libyan intelligence offi�cer
Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi became
the only person convicted for the at-
tack. He was given a life jail sentence.

However, authorities in Scotland re-
leased him in 2009 on humanitarian
grounds after he was diagnosed with
prostate cancer. He later died at his
home in Libya’s capital, Tripoli, at age
60. 

The Obama administration op-
posed the move. 

Megrahi maintained he was inno-
cent. At the time of the bombing, he
was offi�cially serving as chief of secu-
rity for the state-owned Libyan Arab
Airlines. 

But prosecutors argued that was
just a front for his role as a security of-
fi�cer for Jamahiriya Security Organiza-
tion, Libya’s intelligence branch under
then-leader Moammar Gadhafi�. 

New suspect charged in
1988 Lockerbie bombing
Kevin Johnson and Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

A 1988 photo shows wrecked houses
and a deep gash in the ground in the
village of Lockerbie, Scotland, caused
by the crash of Pan Am Flight 103.
MARTIN CLEAVER/AP FILE
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to the influence they had in your life

with an in-memoriam ad.
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call 888-508-9353.
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NOTICE TO NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS CUSTOMERS
Petition for Approval of Existing and Energy-Efficiency Programs

and the Associated Cost Recovery Mechanism
Docket No. GO20090622

NOTICE OF FILING AND PUBLIC HEARING
TO OUR CUSTOMERS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on September 25, 2020, New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”) filed a petition with the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities (“Board” or “BPU”) pursuant to the Board’s Order, In the Matter of the Implementation of P.L. 2018, c. 17 Regarding the Establishment of Energy
Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs, et al; Order Directing the Utilities to Establish Energy Efficiency and Peak Demand Reduction Programs
(“CEA Order”), BPU Docket Nos. QO19010040, QO19060748, and QO17091004 (June 10, 2020). In the petition, NJNG sought approval to extend and expand
the energy-efficiency programs offered through NJNG’s The SAVEGREEN Project® (“SAVEGREEN”) to meet the requirement of the Clean Energy Act, and
continuation of the associated cost recovery mechanism. The existing programs include discounted energy saving measures, grants, financing opportunities,
technical assistance, and other resources to encourage energy saving measures and investments in energy-efficiency improvements by NJNG’s residential,
commercial, and industrial customers, including low-income to moderate-income customers and multi-family properties. NJNG also requested that the Board
allow the Company to continue the Board-approved Energy-Efficiency (“EE”) Rider, Rider F, which has been in effect since August 1, 2009 for collection of the
costs associated with these programs. Those costs include funds for customer incentives and the associated incremental program investments and expenses.
NJNG requested that the carrying costs associated with these programs be allowed. The Company proposed to offer these programs for a period of three
years from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2024.
The total cost of the proposed SAVEGREEN Program is $264.0 million, which is comprised of $127.3 million of direct investment, $113.3 million of On-Bill
Repayment Program and loans, and $23.4 million of operation and maintenance expenses over the proposed three-year program. NJNG requested that the
Board allow the Company to recover the costs of the SAVEGREEN program, including a return on and return of the investments associated with the program. It
is estimated that NJNG would recover a total of approximately $228.2 million from ratepayers from 2021 through 2036. In this petition, NJNG has requested
a contemporaneous change to the EE Rider F rate. The Company requested that the Board approve the implementation of an increase to the after-tax rate of
$0.0214 per therm effective July 1, 2021. As compared to the current EE Rider F after-tax rate of $0.0171 per therm, the Company’s proposal would result in
an overall increase of $21.40 or 1.9 percent on a 1,000-therm annual residential bill. The annual rate impact of the program for a typical residential heating
customer using 1,000 therms of natural gas per year is expected to average $22.35 per year or 1.9 percent over the 2021–2036 period, and is expected to
peak at $41.60 in October 2023. The estimated rate impacts to customers for 2021 through 2025 are set forth in the following chart:

NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY
RATE IMPACT

July 2021 Oct 2022 Oct 2023 Oct 2024 Oct 2025
Typical Annual Bill Impacts
Residential Non-Heat (200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $4.28 $6.22 $8.32 $7.38 $7.10
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.4% 2.0% 2.6% 2.3% 2.3%
Residential Heat (1,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $21.40 $31.10 $41.60 $36.90 $35.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.9% 2.7% 3.6% 3.2% 3.1%
General Service Small (1,200 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $25.68 $37.32 $49.92 $44.28 $42.60
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 1.6% 2.3% 3.1% 2.8% 2.7%
General Service Large (15,000 annual therms)
Cumulative Increase from Current Bill $321.00 $466.50 $624.00 $553.50 $532.50
Cumulative % Increase from Current Bill 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 3.5% 3.4%
The proposed EE recovery charge mechanism would operate and be applied in a manner consistent with existing components and processes of the EE Rider
applicable to all jurisdictional throughput volumes. Individual customers participating in the SAVEGREEN programs are expected to achieve annual savings
on their energy bills.
Pursuant to the EE Rider, NJNG shall submit annual filings for changes to the EE rate. Additionally, the Board has the statutory authority to establish the EE
rate at a level it finds just and reasonable pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-21. Therefore, the Board may establish the EE charge at a level other than that proposed
by NJNG which would have an impact on a customer’s bill.
PLEASE TAKE ADDITIONAL NOTICE that, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a telephonic public hearing will be conducted on the following date and times so
that members of the public may present their views on the Company’s filing. Information provided at the public hearings will become part of the record of this
case and will be considered by the Board in making its decision.
Date: January 13, 2021
Public Hearing 1: 4:30pm
Public Hearing 2: 5:30pm
Dial In: 1-888-619-1583
Access Code: 819208
If you elect to attend or participate in the telephonic public hearing, please dial the “Dial In” number above. When prompted, enter the “Access Code” listed
above.
Copies of NJNG’s September 25, 2020 filing can be reviewed on the Company’s website, www.njng.com/regulatory in the “Filings & Updates” subsection of
the “Regulatory Info” section listed.
Representatives of the Board’s Staff and Rate Counsel will participate in the telephonic public hearing. Members of the public are invited to participate
by utilizing the Virtual Access Code information set forth above and may express their views on this filing. Such comments will be made part of the final
record of the proceeding to be considered by the Board. The Board will also accept email/written comments. Members of the public may file comments with
the Secretary of the Board in pdf or Word format via email to board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov; or through the Board’s External Access Portal after obtaining a
MyNewJersey Portal ID. Once an account is established you will need an authorization code which can be obtained upon request by emailing the Board’s
IT Helpdesk at ITHELPDESK@bpu.nj.gov. Detailed instructions for e-Filing can be found on the Board’s homepage at https://www.nj.gov/bpu/agenda/efiling.
Written comments may also be submitted to the Board Secretary, Aida Camacho, at the Board of Public Utilities, 44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor, P.O. Box
350, Trenton, NJ 08625-0350. All comments should include the name of the petition and the docket number.While all comments are given equal consideration
and will be made part of the final record of the proceeding, the recommended methods for the submission of comments are via email or the portal to ensure
timely receipt while the Board continues to work remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hearings will continue, if necessary, on such additional dates and at such locations as the Board may designate, to ensure that all interested persons are heard.

New Jersey Natural Gas Company
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.

“task-order designers” hired to assist
in-house engineers. Task-order meant
the scope of the designers’ role was nar-
row. In 2010, this language changed
slightly but signifi�cantly: “It is antici-
pated that activities will be performed
utilizing both in-house and consultant
engineering forces.”

That tweak also came with more dol-
lar signs.

In 2007, there was no “rockfall miti-
gation” budget line item in the state
transportation improvement plan,
which maps out how federal and state
funds are to be spent each year. Instead,
“rock engineering” was one of the things
listed in the budget item “Design, Geo-
technical Engineering Tasks,” which
was earmarked for $600,000 over a
four-year period.

“Rockfall mitigation” got its own
budget line in 2010, starting out as $20
million over 10 years for spending on en-
gineering projects “to reduce the poten-
tial risk of rockfall” and maintaining the
rockfall hazard mitigation system. In
the years that followed, that budget
item ballooned, with spending now at
$66 million over 10 years from 2020 to
2030.

In the last decade, HNTB Corp. and
Dewberry Companies Inc. have become
two of the most recurring names in the
DOT’s consulting Rolodex when it
comes to rockfall projects.

The fi�rst rockfall project this duo
worked is on a 0.30-mile stretch of
Route 80 in Knowlton and Hardwick.

HNTB completed the concept devel-
opment study for this project in 2011,
and Dewberry was hired in 2013 to begin
preliminary engineering. The DOT’s
project development process often
starts with a problem statement, fol-
lowed by a concept development plan,
then preliminary engineering and fi�nal
design, and fi�nally construction.

HNTB’s 300-page concept develop-
ment report took about a year to com-
plete. It outlined a nine-month, $4 mil-
lion to $6 million plan, known as the
preliminary preferred alternative, or
PPA. HNTB, based in Missouri, was paid
about $222,000 for the work.

“The CD phase is the foundation for
the remaining project phrases,” accord-
ing to a DOT report about executing
rockfall projects. “Eliminating the for-
mal PE phase for this approach is pos-
sible because the project scope should
not change once the PPA is selected at
the end of the CD phase.”

Preliminary engineering was esti-
mated to cost $460,000, according to
HNTB’s 2011 concept development re-
port. It ended up starting at $915,614.48
when Virginia-based Dewberry signed
the contract with DOT.

Dewberry’s preliminary engineering
report was supposed to be completed in
a year, but seven years later its work is
ongoing and it has racked up seven
change orders through 2018, according
to its contract and modifi�cation agree-
ments. During that time, Dewberry and
its subconsultants have been paid
$7,148,017.53 using federal funds —
more than any of the construction costs

for the agency’s fi�rst seven rockfall miti-
gation projects. The project is now esti-
mated to cost $65 million and take four
to fi�ve years to complete.

A public information request seeking
Dewberry’s change orders from 2018
through 2020 has not yet been fulfi�lled.

When asked to explain the justifi�ca-
tion for these change orders, DOT
spokesman Stephen Schapiro wrote in
an email: “Change orders are approved
based on changes from the original
scope of the project. For this project, the
scope has changed in several areas, thus
increasing costs.”

Doug Hecox, a spokesman for the
Federal Highway Administration, said
these change orders have been reviewed
by agency offi�cials and deemed eligible
for continued federal funds.

“Are we interested in making sure
federal funds are used properly? Of
course, but the New Jersey DOT has the
responsibility for using them in a man-
ner that is eligible for their use, and as
far as we’ve seen they’re all eligible,”
Hecox said.

A deeper look at the change
orders

As the years have gone on, more sub-
consultants hired by Dewberry have
been brought into the Knowlton project,
creating a complex web of at least 10 ad-
ditional fi�rms reaping the benefi�ts of
federal taxpayer dollars.

Craig Geotechnical Drilling Co., hired
to do boring and geologic mapping, was
the only fi�rm to put in a bid for this con-
tract, and its fee was $60,000 more than
the estimate, but it was accepted.

Haley & Aldrich was hired to assist
the DOT with conducting workshops,
studying alternatives to minimize the
visual eff�ects of the project and impacts
to the National Park Service property.
Yet several change orders cite unmet
concerns expressed by park service
staff� as reasons for needing more mon-
ey and time. M.A. Culbertson was re-
tained in 2015 to “create a cooperative
environment” and “build consensus” for
the preferred alternative, according to
the fourth change order.

EcolSciences was tapped in 2015 for
nearly $50,000 via the third and fourth
change orders that came months apart
to survey timber rattlesnake habitats,
but it is not among the fi�rms on the DEP-
approved list to do this kind of work.
Another $104,000 was approved in 2016
to do additional surveys after it became
aware of additional species and survey
criteria that needed to be met.

One of the state’s largest lobbying
fi�rms, MBI Gluckshaw, was also re-
tained by Dewberry to assist with public
outreach, yet the DOT and the commu-
nity seem more divided than ever, as lo-
cals say their ideas and concerns have
been dismissed. A DOT spokesman said
the fi�rm has been involved since the
project’s inception, but it was not listed
in Dewberry’s contract or change orders
from 2013 to 2018.

As for Craig Drilling’s contract,
Knowlton Mayor Adele Starrs said she
could never get away with a non-com-
petitive bid with her constituency. More
checks need to be made on the escalat-
ing costs associated with consulting
fees, she said.

“I fi�nd it hard to believe that a project
that is national in scale, on I-80, that
this couldn’t have been advertised to
more contractors,” she said. “I think
more care needs to be given to the fact
that these are taxpayer funds, and auto-
matic approval cannot be given to one
contractor because he is the only one
who bid on it.”

‘A very close relationship’

HNTB and Dewberry have cornered
the DOT market on planning and engi-
neering for ongoing rockfall mitigation
projects. In addition to the three pro-
jects in Knowlton, Bethlehem and King-
wood, Dewberry and HNTB are together
involved in four of the other seven ongo-
ing projects in the state.

This is, in part, because of a group so-
licitation done in 2015 that chose HNTB,
Dewberry and Hardesty & Hanover, af-
ter competitive bidding, to work on
rockfall projects on a rotating basis, ac-
cording to Schapiro.

“A group solicitation is a process
where similar projects are grouped to-
gether, and multiple consultants are se-
lected for assignment of one or more
projects on a rotating basis. It is a way to
increase effi�ciency,” Schapiro wrote in
an email. “Selection is a competitive
process that uses quality-based criteria.
It is approved by the FHWA when doing
a solicitation for similar projects.”

The pattern of using the same con-
sultants has not gone unnoticed by
Deputy Mayor Richard Dodds in King-
wood.

DOT offi�cials came to his township
last year to present plans regarding the
Route 29 rockfall mitigation project.
When Dodds asked the DOT to provide a
list of the presenters and their titles and
contact information, he was denied all
but a list of names. After doing his own
research, Dodds realized half the pre-
senters were consultants.

“If you look at the relationship be-
tween DOT and the contractor that’s do-

ing most of the engineering work, it
seems like most of the money is going to
the contractor to engineer the project
than the project itself,” Dodds said. “The
individuals from DOT, by the way, they
go to transportation conferences
around the state presenting on rockfall,
that’s their thing, and it’s always with
these engineers in tow … it’s a very close
relationship.”

Scott Deeck, the DOT rockfall mitiga-
tion project manager, John Jamerson, a
DOT geologist, and representatives
from the fi�rm Haley & Aldrich also co-
authored a 16-page report in 2018 titled
“Rockfall in New Jersey: A proactive and
collaborative approach.” Haley & Al-
drich is one of the subconsultants used
in the Route 80 project.

The report vaguely discusses rockfall
issues, the national ranking system that
determines the most at-risk slopes and
how planning-to-construction phases
work. But it lacks specifi�cs about the
need for rockfall mitigation in the state
or specifi�c projects that have benefi�ted
from the “proactive and collaborative
approach” in New Jersey.

It emphasizes the need for “cost effi�-
ciency” and why it is “vital to explain
why the project is necessary to stake-
holders and the public because the need
for rockfall projects is not as intuitive as
pavement or bridge repair projects.”

The DOT said there is no invoice or
contract with Haley & Aldrich to consult
on the paper.

The report was submitted for at least
two conferences — a highway geology
symposium in Maine and one for geoen-
gineering in Philadelphia. Neither
Deeck or Jamerson attended the latter
conference, according to a public infor-
mation request, though they and two
people from Haley & Aldrich were listed
as presenters for a March 25 workshop
on the report. Jamerson did seek reim-
bursement of the $400 registration fee
for the Maine event, which was covered
by the Federal Highway Administration,
but requested no other expense reim-
bursements.

Email: cwil-
son2@gannettnj.com

Twitter: @colleenall-
reds 

The Route 80 S-curve at the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area in
Hardwick is the subject of a state rockfall prevention plan.
TARIQ ZEHAWI/NORTHJERSEY.COM
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